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OF igi ea Oe te 


J _- 
——™ m2 
es tr 

eee 

Tae 
4 


wy k + 
ExT.) Wo, wit. 


Roller Rifles march into history 


The Charles S. Roller Ill Rifles marched one last time at Reunion 2011, then furled 
their guidon and were decommissioned before alumni and friends in the Memorial 
Gymnasium. Story begins on page 7. 


Army Secretary Marsh remembers WW II KIAs 


Speaking at a Founder's Day ceremony forced inside by intemperate weather, former Army 
Secretary John O. "Jack" Marsh paid tribute to AMA alumni killed in World War Two. Page 17. 


Portrait presented to mother of 
American soldier killed in lraq 


Staff Sergeant Jason Arnette of Amelia, VA was remem- 
bered at Reunion 2011 when his portrait was unveiled and 
presented to his mother. With Major General Larry 
Nicholson, ~75, and a Roller Rifles escort, the portrait was 
escorted to the gymnasium stage where Artist Phil Taylor 
made the presentation. Story begins on page 11. 


Dana Bowman, Mike Elliott 
parachute in to salute Arnette 


¥ Former Army Golden Knight Dana Bowman and 

his friend and active Golden Knight Mike Elliott 

“dropped in” to salute Sergeant Arnette. Elliott 

jumped in tandem with Roller Rifles Commander 

SS Doug Pennock, *72. The jump, planned for 
Ss Saturday, was moved to Friday since the forecast 
accurately predicted terrible weather for Saturday. 


Augusta Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. Newsletter © Summer 2011 


2 Summer 2011 


Augusta Military Academy 
Alumnt Association, Inc. 


June 2011 


My dear AMA brothers, former AMA Faculty, benefactors, and friends, me 

Looking over a recent on-line edition of the Staunton News Leader, | caught sight of the Fishburne Military * : 

School commencement/graduation pictures. One picture in particular depicting several cadets with tears in their eyes hugging 
and saying their final goodbyes, reminded me of our own final formation on the black top. As Band Company played Auld Lang 
Syne, some would throw their caps in the air in a joyful gesture, others would stand with blank eyes as they came to the 
realization that their lives at Augusta were ending. The unique experience we shared at that place and at those times can never 
ever be simulated, and so we gather each year at our family reunion to try to replicate the feelings of those special times in that 
special place that binds us together in a legacy that we just can’t let go. 

As those of you that were present will attest, Reunion 2011 will very definitely go down in the 41 year history of our Association 
as one of the very best ever. We scheduled what many considered too many programs for Saturday. God, who | know also enjoys 
our reunions, knew that our bodies would not be in shape, physically or mentally to handle such a busy schedule and so he lined 
up some powerful thunderstorms for Saturday requiring us to alter those plans which then took place over two days — Friday and 
Saturday. It was a blessing indeed and consequently, we were able to complete all that was planned. Golden Knight Parachutists 
Dana Bowman and teammate Mike Elliot in tandem with our own Doug Pennock, ‘72, dropped in from 10,000 feet landing on 
our Parade Field. Our Roller Rifles performed their last exhibition on Friday afternoon and were decommissioned with full honors 
and distinction in our gymnasium after the Saturday luncheon. Whether you were there viewing, or participating in the last Roller 
Rifles exhibition, you had to feel the pride and the emotion of the decommissioning ceremony. The General Order was then read 
by Bob Bradford, ‘50, the guidon was furled for the last time and delivered by Doug Pennock to the Rifles’ Honorary 
Commander Linda Roller Livick who was assisted by the first RR Commander Harry May, ‘47. 

Saturday morning, inside the Old Stone Church, former Secretary of the Army, the Honorable Jack Marsh gave an amazing 
talk in honor of those fallen AMA brothers who unselfishly gave their last full measure in defense of our country. The AMA Sports 
Hall of Fame inducted four new members and we honored three Roller Society members who recently passed away. As is our 
tradition after the Saturday lunch, we paused to remember all our AMA brothers who gave their life in battle for the defense of 
the freedoms we enjoy. We also paid special homage to the family of USA SSGT Jason Arnette, a young Virginian. The 
American Fallen Soldier Project presented his mother, Michelle, a portrait of Jason as part of a very moving ceremony. Overall, 
it was one heck of an emotional rollercoaster type of reunion that will be remembered for a very long time. 

In addition to American Airlines which sponsored both the Golden Knight Parachutist teams of Dana Bowman, and Mike 
Elliott, as well as Lisa and Phil Taylor, artist founders of the American Fallen Soldiers, as well as the videographers, we have 
many, many folks too numerous to include in this letter who helped make this reunion unique and very special. You know who you 
are, and | want to thank each one of you whether you provided your personal time, talent, or just your treasure. Thank you. 

Last, | cannot end this letter without asking you for your help with our financial needs which cannot be met without YOUR 
continuous help. This reunion as you may imagine was expensive. We had to cover items that we generally do not have within 
our reunion budget. Unfortunately, we were not able to raise the anticipated donations and sponsorships to offset some of these 
expenses. Therefore, in addition to my annual donation which | do at reunion time, | will be making another donation in a short 
few days, and thus | would ask, whether you have already donated or not, to please, join me in sending your tax-deductible 
donation. 

Yours in the brotherhood of Augusta, 

Best wishes, 


Jorge P. Lee 


Miami, Florida 
President, AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 
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The Bayonet is distributed to alumni and 
friends of the Augusta Military Academy for 
a subscription rate of $25 per year or $40 for 
two years. Notice of changes of address 
should be sent to AMA Alumni Records, 
P. O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437. 
Please provide your 9-digit ZIP code! 

The Bayonet welcomes information and 
articles for or about AMA alumni. Share the 
news of promotions, awards, retirement, 
births, marriages, deaths, etc. Please print 
or type your submission. 


Clear, correctly exposed photos are always 
welcome. 


Mail, e-mail or FAX information to: 
Bob Bradford 
1687 Schillers Court, 
Folsom, CA 95630 


Phone 925/395-1937 
FAX 916/817-8596 


e-mail: AMABayonet@aol.com 


1935 
(JULIAN QUARLES) 

Julian Quarles spent the Holidays 
with his daughter and family in Tulsa, 
OK and in February, the day before 
he was to fly to Miami to greet his first 
great-grandson, he fell and broke a 
hip. He did so well that after rehab, 
he had his gall bladder removed and 


he hopes to be back in Harrisonburg ~ 


in June. An amazing man!. 
[UMQJR@aol.com] 


1947 
(MIKE WELCH) 

Colonel Sam Conley celebrated his 
80" birthday this past October. "! walk 
a mile and a half every morning with 
Sam, my dog, rain or shine," he says. 
The Conleys live in Sierra Vista, AZ. 

[sam.conley@cox.net] 


Harry May was the first commander 
of the Roller Rifles and he partici- 
pated in the reunion decommissioning 
ceremonies where he helped Linda 
Livick furl the Roller Rifle guidon for 
the last time. Picture on page 9. 


ED AND BOBBY - Garry Granger, 
‘71, stopped by Culpeper to see Ed 
Chauncey, ‘49, and Bobby. Both 
look good! 


1949 
(FRANK SPENCER) 
Gray Kinnie had hoped to come to the 
reunion but was unable to do so be- 
cause his wife, Louise, can no longer 


This is the very first place AMA 
Alumni look when The Bayonet 
arrives 


Your fellow alumni want to hear about 
YOU, so Class Notes is the first place 
they look. Here are a few suggestions 
which we hope you will act on. 
SEND us material about yourself - 
marriages, jobs, travel, births, deaths, 
retirement and so forth. Don’t be 
concerned if you don’t see your news 
published right away. The Bayonet 
comes out three times a year and if 
your story misses one issue, it likely 
will be in the next one. Be sure to 
send us news about your classmates 
and AMA friends. 

PHOTOS are always welcome but 
please understand that just because a 
digital picture looks good on a 
computer screen, it will not necessarily 
look good in print. If you send an 
actual photograph, it should be printed 
on GLOSSY paper. If you want the 
picture returned to you, please put 
your name and address on the back. 
DIGITAL PHOTOS in jpeg should be 
AT LEAST 300 dpi. If you can send a 
photo in tiff format, that will be even 
better! 

MAIL your story and photos to: The 
Bayonet, 1687 Schillers Court, Folsom, 
CA 95630. 

E-MAIL a story and any digital photos 
to: AMABayonet@aol.com 

FAX a story to 916/817-8596 
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travel. The Kinnies live on Hilton Head 
Island, SC. [graylouise@comcast.net] 


Ambassador John Shirley underwent 
what the doctors called "major back 
surgery" and is recuperating. 


Chuck Pine and Brittany, his 
f §=granddaughter and winner of an 
AMA Legacy Scholarship in 2010, 
attended the reunion to thank our 
alumni for her award. Chuck lives in 
Winchester. 


1950 
(TOMMY CLEMENTS) 
Reverend Jim Lupton has had a 
bout with prostate cancer and was 
treated at the Duke Medical Center. 
He has just published his second 
book. 


Ben Angle has been recovering after 
spinal surgery at the Duke University 
Hospital. After ten days in the hospital, 
Chris was ready to take Ben home 
when they discovered that a piece 
had broken off of a catheter which 
had been inserted in his spinal 
column. That required emergency 
surgery and four more days in the 
hospital. We hope and pray that he 
will continue to do well. 


Ed Click, Bob Bradford and Ed's 
brother, Ernie, “48, and their wives, 
Sue, Nancy and Marge, spent some 
time together in New Mexico in May 
where the Clicks were on extended 
tours of the Southwest. Next year, Ed 
and Sue will embark on a 62 day 
cruise visiting 14 countries in all. 
[edwin.click@verizon.net] 


1953 
(LEW MUNDIN) 
Lew Mundin "officially" retired this 
past June leaving his part time job at 
the Westminister/Canterbury Retire- 
ment facility. "! loved all the residents 
but it became too physical for me," he 
says. He does still volunteer at St. 
Stephen's Church and at the Peter- 
Paul Development Center near the 
projects in Richmond. See picture on 
next page. {Imundin@aol.com] 


Alex Wattay and Diane were at the 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that year 
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reunion and we were 
all so very glad to see 
them. At Reunion 2010, 
we heard very depres- 
sing medical news from 
Alex and everyone was 
amazed and delighted 
at how good he looked 
this year. 
[dialwat@aol.com] 


Arthur Rodgers, Ill 
retired five years ago in 
Williamsburg. Two of 
their three daughters 
live in the Williamsburg 
area and their youngest 
is living in Tacoma, 
WA. The Rodgers have 


1960 

(LUKE SNYDER) 
Ben Zinkhan, shortly 
after leaving his vol- 
unteer tour at the AMA 
Museum on 24 Feb- 
ruary, suffered a heart 
attack. The physicians 
found some blood clots 
in his lungs and he had 
medication to dissolve 
them. The very next 
week, he was back on 
duty. This is not Ben's 
first heart attack and 
we hope and pray that 
he will take better care 
of himself. 

[bjzinknhan@aol.com] 


seven grandchildren 

ranging in age from HERO - Roller Rifles troopers happy to be in the company of 1961 

nine to 24. Golden Knight Dana Bowman. L. to r., Lee Lewis, ‘77, Bowman, (JACK STEELE) 

[rodgersbmr@verizon. Jim Mitchell, ‘76, Tommy White,‘77, and Chris Vetick, ‘77. Art Hurme's wife, 

net] Sally, had been elected 

President of the Stuart 
1954 ” : Hall Alumnae/i Organization for 
(KEN HOKE) | have renewed my commitment a at bas venre 


Bob Harris has been working for 
his oldest grandson, Jimmy, at 
Falwell Airport in Lynchburg doing 
billing and computer input. Kathy 
has continued with bouts of 
pneumonia and we all pray that 
the months ahead will be a time 
of better health for her. 
{bhariii@aol.com] 


Manley Caldwell is the principal in a 
Palm Beach law firm and has been 
married to his second wife for 22 years. 

[caldwell@caldwellpacetti.com] 


1957 
(GOODLOE SAUNDERS) 
Stuart Matthews lives in Mechanics- 
ville, VA where he continues to build 
race engines. It was he who gave us 
the sad news of Pete Dogoli's death. 


Elliott Ridge and Hope are doing well 
and we were so happy to see them 
back for a reunion. There is a photo of 
them at The Homestead on page 37. 


1958 
(NONE) 
Duke Fancher spent 41 days in the 


deduction." 


of $83 a month to AMA for the next 
year. This comes out to about 
$1,000 a year. | don’t even miss 
the $83, sort of like a payroll 
B. J. d’Orsay, ‘70 


hospital in April and May, many days 
in an induced coma. He went in for 
surgery to correct an aortal aneurysm 
and, quoting Duke, "/ crashed during 
surgery and am lucky to be alive." 
They did a tracheotomy on Duke 
which is healing and he now has to 
regain his strength so that the doctors 
can complete their surgery to correct 
the aneurysm. We are all so grateful 
for the things Duke has done for AMA 
and with one voice we pray that all will 
be well with him. [tdfan@aol.com] 


1959 

(DAVE CONRAD) 
Lloyd Eastlack's dear seven-year-old 
granddaughter, Emmy Spicer, lost her 
three year battle with cancer on 1 
June. We express out condolences to 

Lloyd and to all of his family. 
[baitco@aol.com] 


[hurme@erols.com] 


Ed Burton went into the Army 
after AMA and was scheduled to 
go to Vietnam. He was injured in 
a training accident and did not 
deploy. However, his mother re- 
ceived word that he was missing 
in action and by the time the story 
made its way to Fort Defiance, it was 
reported that Ed had been killed in 
action. Says Ed: "! came back for a 
reunion and Colonel Savedge rushed 
up to me to say, ‘We thought you 
were dead.’ But | wasn't." 
[jourton1 @hughes. net] 


Jim Crawford coached 7" grade foot- 
ball this past fall and his team won the 
championship. Golf is Jim's favorite 
passion particularly when he can play 
with his grandson, Jack. 


Walter Quatmann and Johanna came 
to the reunion all the way from 
Freiburg, Germany thereby being 
designated as the couple who came 
the farthest to attend. They will now 
be living in Leesburg, VA. 
[walter.quatmann@mac.com] 
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1966 
(NONE) 

Gerry Arnold and Patty did a great 
job managing the PX during the 
reunion. Gerry already is planning a 
militaria sale on the campus in the 
Fall. He has a part time business in 
New York State buying and selling 
military equipment and does four 
shows a year at Saratoga Springs. 


1967 
(MAC McINNIS) 
Stephen Craig Lewis is a 100 per 
cent service connected USAF Vietnam 
vet. He was an avionic tech on the 
AC-119 G and K models, Shadow and 
Stinger, as well as Misty O2Bs plus 
some choppers. Served between 5 
June 1970 until 5 June 1971 at Tuy 
Hoa AB, Phan Rang AB and Da Nang 
AB at Gunfighter Village. He received 
his 100 per cent disability at Phan 
Rang. [patiewis94@hotmail.com] 


Mac Mcinnis and Mary Kay are set- 
tling into their new digs in Kona on the 
Big Island in Hawaii. He is self 
designated as the AMA Ambassador 
for the State of Hawaii and President 
of the Pacific Ocean AMA Alumni 
Association. 
[macmcinnis1214@gmail.com] 


1968 
(GORDON METZ) 
Howard Rosenthal and Ruth have a 
trip to China planned for October to 
help them celebrate their 25" anni- 
versary. Ruth took some of the best 
reunion photos that you will see in this 
issue. [rosenthal9786@verizon.net] 


Jorge Bahr attended St. Stanislaus 
College in Bay St. Louis, MS, then 
returned home to Honduras. There, he 
received a degree in business admin 
from the University of Honduras. For 
the last 22 years, he has lived in 
Columbus, OH where he is employed 
by Honda of America. Jorge is mar- 
ried and has three children. 
[jorebahr@aol.com] 


1969 
(NICKY SYROPOULOS) 
Harvey Bowers sends good news 
from Wasilla, Alaska: his cancer doc 


NO KIN - MG Larry, ‘75, and Bruce, 
‘62, share the same last name but 
these Nicholsons are not related — 
as far as they know! 


in Texas has given him a clean bill of 
health! Says Harvey, "Not bad for 
someone who was supposed to be 
dead in 2007!" 

{harvey @agateinn.com] 


1970 
(HARRY CAMPBELL AND 
BILL PARKINS) 

B. J. d'Orsay has renewed his pledge 
to donate $83 a month to the AMA 
Alumni Foundation. "This adds up to 
nearly $1,000 a year and | don’t even 
miss the $83 a month. It has turned 
out to be like a payroll deduction," he 
says. Thanks for all you do, B.J. and 
you have come up with another great 
idea! B. J.’s mother has been in the 
hospital with pneumonia. We hope 
she is back at home and doing much 
better now. 

[webmaster@amaalumni.org] 


1971 
(GARRY GRANGER) 

Thom Kubala retired from the Navy in 
1996, came home to Bristol, CT, took 
over a family business and he and his 
wife of 30 years, Dorothy, are travel- 
ing the Globe from Tibet to Egypt, on 
safari in Africa and a visit to Iceland 
and preparing to go to Russia and 
Siberia. He does design work for Coca 
Cola and builds and sells Class 3 
machine guns on the side. An avid 
hunter, he goes after elk, bear, mule 
deer and big horn sheep. He recently 
went on a hunt in New Mexico. No 
word on what he bagged. 

[thom@jath.necoxmail.com] 
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Phil Myers, our bugler at so many 
AMA reunions, has had a difficult time 
due to spinal cord compression. He 
has had to use a walker and some- 
times, a wheel chair. He had back 
surgery in December and we hope 
and pray that all will be well. He and 
Maeve spent the Christmas week at 
their cabin in West Virginia "where he 
could sleep in his own bed and eat 
some good home cooked food." 
[MMyers8@cox.net] 


Scootch Melcher, First Captain his 
senior year, continues to improve 
after having had a stroke two years 
ago. Mike Kidd brought him to the 
reunion and we were all so glad to 
see him. He likes to hear from AMA 
alumni so call him at 216/741-3391. 


1972 
(LEWIE KENNETT) 

Bruce Strange didn't make it to the 
reunion because of his Dad's illness. 
We are sorry to report that Bruce's 
Dad passed away on Memorial Day, 
30 May. Please know that we are 
thinking about you, Bruce, and that we 
missed you at the reunion. 

[brucestrange@verizon.net] 


Steve Pearson hoped to make it back 
for the reunion but his 86 year old 
mother took a tumble and had to go 
into rehab. She is doing well now, 
thank God. Steve is still restoring his 
71 Volvo P1800. "Simon Templar 
(Roger Moore) drove one of these in 
the old "The Saint" TV series in 1962- 
69 and | thought it was the coolest car 
of that time,” says Steve. 
[amamail@aol.com] 


Stride Coleman had a seven day 
hospital stay in January and was 
severely dehydrated. He is doing well 
now. [larrykcoleman@yahoo.com] 


1978 
(HENRY HARRIS) 

Adolfo Solorzano wrote to say that 
he has stayed in touch with Eric 
Trivitayakhun for the past decade 
and Eric wants back on the mailing 
list, so he is! Eric lives in Bangkok, 
Thailand and Adolfo lives in Miami. 

[1@adolfosolorzano.com] 
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OLD FRIENDS Jim Snider and Frank Spencer 
from the Class of 1949 grew up together in 
Natural Bridge and now live near each other in 
Waynesboro. Reunion 2011 was an opportunity 
for them to see cadets they hadn’t seen in years. 
That’s the great joy of AMA reunions — rekindling 
old friendships and making new friends. 


THE FIFTIES here represented by Manuel Balbis and NEWFRIENDS Johanna and Walter Quatmann, ‘61, came 
Alex Wattay, both from ‘53, and Shad White from ‘52. to the reunion from Freiburg, Germany and met Marge 
The post World War Two years saw AMA filled to capa- and Dr. "Boots" Solan, ‘43, from Stow, OH at the Thurs- 
city with quality cadets. day evening reception at the Club at Ironwood. 
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Tired bones end the glorious 
history of the Roller Rifles 


It was a little like Graduation Day. The march on the Parade Ground. Assembling in front of alumni and parents. And 
then the dismissal and the requisite number of tears for such an occasion. 

Move the clock 
ahead 30 years, 40, 
50 or even 60 years. 
They were marching 
again, one last time. 
The Roller Rifles — 
the pride of every 
cadet whether or not 
he marched in their 
proud ranks. Founded 
65 years ago, age 65 
seemed an  appro- 
priate time to retire. 

So the Rifles as- 
sembled in front of 
the gym stage, the 
decommissioning 
order was read, the 
guidon furled and 
encased and handed 
to the Honorary Vice 
Commander Linda 
Roller Livick by the 
first Cadet Command- 
er Harry May, ‘47. 

The troopers 
cheered, hugged and 
not a few tears appeared in eyes much older than when they gazed down the Parade Ground so many years ago. A proud 
group of cadets whose soldiery qualities proved their worthiness to march in those honored ranks. 

From 1947 until the school closed, 
the Roller Rifles was the public face of 
Augusta Military Academy. In 2004, 
some began talking about the creation 
of an alumni platoon and the "new" 
Roller Rifles first took the field in at 
the 2005 reunion. But these were not 
the smooth faced 16 and 17 year olds 
of days past. These were brave 
fellows in their middle age and beyond 
and tired bones finally brought an end 
to the glorious history of the Roller 
Rifles. 

On that last formation, the unit was 
commanded by Doug Pennock, ‘72, 
with Karl Haleamau, ‘71, as XO and 
Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, as guidon 
bearer. Each participant received a 
specially struck medal as a memento 
of the special day. 


READY TO FURL - Doug Pennock, ‘72, Commander of the "New" Roller Rifles, presents the unit’s guidon to Linda 
Roller Livick, the Honorary Vice Commander of the "Old" Roller Rifles. Standing by to help furl and encase the 
guidon is Harry May, ‘47, first Cadet Commander of the Roller Rifles. The organization was created in 1946. 


CROWNED - Former First Captain Mark Femrite, ‘72, 
places a Roller Rifles beret on another Former First 
Captain and Roller Rifles Commander Ron "Scootch" 
Melcher, ‘71. Mike Kidd, ‘72, behind Scootch, brought 
Scootch down for the reunion from Cleveland. Melcher 
continues to recover from a stroke he suffered a few 


years ago. 


THE GRAYING OF THE GUARD -— These fellows from the 
‘70s constituted the Color Guard at Reunion 2011, each 
betraying a bit of gray hair here and there. L. to r., Tom 
White, ‘77, Jim Mitchell, ‘76, Brett Thompson, ‘75 and 
Guard Commander Blaine Clarke, ‘72. 


AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. 1] 
FORT DEFIANCE, VIRGINIA 22437 | 


GENERAL ORDER 16 April 2011 


|| 1. Whereas the Augusta Military Academy Drill Team, known as the Charles S. Roller, 
i Ill Rifles, was created by a General Order on 24 May 1946 with then Major Charles S. Roller, 
dr. as Honorary Commander and Linda Moorman Roller (Livick) as Honorary Vice-Commander, 


2. And whereas the Roller Rifles performed with great distinction and honor to our school 
from its organization in the Fall of 1946 until the school closed at the end of 1983; 


3. And whereas a group of dedicated alumni revived the Roller Rifles in 2005 which again 
| executed its drills precisely, and perfectly fulfilled our highest expectations in their exhibitions at 
| the 2005 reunion and at other reunions since; 


4. And whereas the members of the "new" Roller Rifles purchased their own uniforms and 
devoted valuable time to drill thus assuring faultless execution; 


5. And whereas the passage of inexorable time has made it increasingly difficult for the 
"new" Roller Rifles volunteers to fulfill the obligations of dritl and performance on the field; 


6. Therefore, does the Augusta Military Academy Alumni Association with grateful if 
inadequate thanks commend those who brought the Roller Rifles back to life for this 
extraordinary if final time and awards to each participant a specially struck medal which 
tt commemorates this event; Ht 


7. And commands that the Roller Rifles guidon be furled and cased by Linda Moorman i 
II Roller (Livick), Honorary Vice-Commander, and Harry May from the Class of 1947, the first 
j Cadet Commander of the Roller Rifles. 


| 8. And that the guidon be presented to Linda Moorman Roller (Livick) for eventual display 
Ht in the AMA Museum. 

| 

1 

] 


9. And that upon the presentation of the guidon to Linda Moorman Roller (Livick}, the 
Roller Rifles will be officially decommissioned with the last dismissal by Commander Doug 
Pennock from the Class of 1972. 


i] 10. God biess these men who have performed so magnificently — and God bless the AMA I 
i cadets who for 37 years brought such great renown to our school by the positive public it 
performances of the Roller Rifles on nearly 200 occasions. 


event before Commander Pennock dismissed the Rifles for 
the final time. 


GOLDEN KNIGHTS SALUTE ROLLER RIFLES - Commander 
Doug Pennock, ‘72, is congratulated by the parachutists who 
came to AMA to honor the Fallen Soldier. To the left is Dana 
Bowman, a former member of the Army’s Golden Knights 
Parachute Team, who lost his legs in a training accident but 
has made more than 9,000 jumps since then. At right is Army 
Golden Knight Mike Elliott with whom Pennock parachuted 
in tandem onto the AMA Parade Ground from 10,000 feet. It 
was Elliott who tandem jumped with former President George 
H. W. Bush on Bush’s 80" birthday. 


THE 
de aaa On Saturd 16 April at 
an RS ence 011 i naneone ie 


family of a Virginia man received 
PROJECT a special tribute to their hero who 
PORTRAITS OF PATRIOTISM was killed in action in Iraq. 


Sponsored by American Airlines, 
the family received an exquisitely 
framed portrait of their fallen 
loved one which captured his 
appearance and his personality. 
Artist Phil Taylor worked to pro- 
vide as much love, comfort and 
encouragement as possible to this 
grieving Gold Star family. 


Phil labors tirelessly to restore 
a sense of life and presence of 
our fallen heroes on canvas. It is 
a program which has earned the 
profound gratitude of the families 
which have received this unique 
thank you. 


Army Sergeant Jason Arnette of Amelia, Virginia was 
killed by an IED on 1 April 2007 during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. His mother, Michelle Bryant, received his 
portrait at the Saturday luncheon during our Reunion 
2011, four years after Jason was killed. 


Sergeant Jason Arnette 
The American Fallen Soldiers Project, Portraits of 
Patriotism, is sponsored by American Airlines which arranged for the presentation to be 
made at our reunion. We appreciate so much the active involvement of Tom DelValle, 
*73, in the Fallen Soldiers Project and his efforts to have this presentation made on our 
campus. Former AMA Alumni Association President Garry Granger, “71, is a Vice 
President of the American Fallen Soldiers Project. 


This was an emotional experience for all in attendance and an opportunity to personally 
thank the family of a man who gave his life for his country. 
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FAMILY PORTRAIT - Sergeant Arnette's sister, Shelby Grace, left, 
and his mother, Michelle Bryant, are embraced by Phil Taylor after 
v@ the unveiling of Sergeant Arnette's portrait. 


Paliaicns 


all a =——_ 


ARTIST PHIL TAYLOR, carrying the portrait of 
Sergeant Arnette, pauses to look at the shield 
above the AMA Memorial Gym’s West Door. 


ON GUARD - A trio of Roller Riflemen stands at parade rest in front 
of Jason’s portrait. L. to r., Jim Mitchell, ‘76, Tom DelValle, ‘73, and 
Mark Femrite, ‘71. 


Above, the Staunton Ovation provided an 
appropriate and emotional musical back- 
ground. Below, Garry Granger, ‘71, introduced 
Phil Taylor at the Saturday luncheon. 


SERGEANT ARNETTE’S FAMILY wanted to look at the portrait from 
1” every conceivable angle. 
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MAJOR GENERAL LARRY NICHOLSON, ‘75, who 
commanded Marines in Iraq and Afghanistan, escorts 
into the AMA Gymnasium a portrait of Staff Sergeant 
Jason Arnette who was killed in Iraq on 1 April 2007. 
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WHAT A SIGHT! 


Dana Bowman, heroic Army Golden Knight paratrooper, 


heads for the AMA Parade Ground with Old Glory leading the way. 


Dana Bowman, retired 
Army Golden Knights 
elite parachutist, lost 
both legs in a training 
accident, but it hasn't 
slowed him down. He 
has made more than 
9,000 jumps since he 
lost his legs and came 
to Fort Defiance to 
pay homage to the 
Fallen Soldier, SSgt 
Jason Arnette, and his 
family. Upon landing, 
he presented Jason's 
mother with a Virginia 
state flag which had 
been flown over the 
Capitol and was given 
to her by Virginia 
Governor McDonnell. 
R, Becky and Garry 
Granger, °71, and 
Artist Phil Taylor and 
his wife, Lisa, watch 
Dana descend from 
10,000 feet. 
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As the Roller Rifles 
made their final appear- 
ance in our gymnasium, 
an exceptional storm 
with deluging rain turn- 
ed the Parade Ground 
into a quagmire and 
had a literal river cours- 
ing down toward the 
Main Gate. The wind 
lashed rain against the 
gym windows made a 
distinct rumble, trite as 
it may sound, resemb- 
ling the passing of a 
train. At the moment of 
the decommissioning, 
the wind brought crash- 
ing down the ancient 
tree which stood at the 
opposite end of the 
Parade Ground from Big 
Barracks, a tree under 
which many Roller 
Rifles members recall 
having shaded them- 
selves during breaks in 
drill practices. 


Thanks to our shutterbugs! 


lN Many thanks to all the people who sent us 
photos from the reunion - over 1,050 in all! It was 
VS hard to pick which ones to use — which is a very 


good problem to have! 

So a sincere thank you to these folks: 
Kiki (Mrs. Jorge, 70) Rovirosa, Ruth (Mrs. 
Howard, 68) Rosenthal, Ben Zinkhan, -60, Victor Gomez, 69, Luke 
Snyder, “60, Crysta Stephenson, Peter Vallone, 60, Bruce Hemp, 


Bill Mariner, 60, and Emily Mamone. Acampground in nearby Churchville after the 
deluge. At the time of the Saturday events 
inside our gym, a tornado touched down at 
Stuarts Draft, half way between Waynesboro 
and Staunton. 


AR LARD SALE 


Friday-Saturday 23-24 September 


What do you have that would be good to put in the AMA Yard Sale this Fall? 
We are looking for militaria and most anything that would be of interest to 
our alumni and to folks who live in the area. We plan to advertise this sale in 
the local media and other venues. Think about what you have that might 
be a treasure to someone else! 


Need ideas? Phone the sale organizer Gerry Arnold at 518/842-7687 


Gerry and Patty did a great job running the PX at the reunion and they 
will need your help to make this Fall’s AMA Yard Sale a success. 


Do you have any military items? Badges, clothing and the like. 


NO AMMUNITION OR FIREARMS WILL BE IN THE SALE! HAPPIER DAYS - Ozzie Ferro, ‘53, and his 


Grecia in this photo taken quite a few years 
ago at the Toledo Supper Club on Biscayne 
Boulevard in Miami. Grecia passed away in 
April after a long battle with cancer. 


At Founder’s Da 
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Army Secretary Marsh lauds 
AMA's World War Two KIAs 


The longest serving Secretary of the Army 
or Secretary of War in the nation's history 
spoke at Founder's Day ceremonies during 
Reunion 2011, lauding AMA's alumni who 
died serving their country during World War 
Two. John O. “Jack" Marsh, a former Member 
of Congress who represented most of the 
Shenandoah Valley during eight years in the U. S. 
House of Representatives, suggested that alumni 
should erect a “statue of an AMA cadet on Route 
11 to remind everyone of what went on here.” 

Immoderate weather forced the annual 
Founder's Day observance to move inside the 
Augusta Stone Church and torrential rain fell 
accompanied by high winds soon after the church 
ceremonies were completed. 

Because Secretary Marsh's comments were so 
well received, we are printing his remarks in full. 


This is home country for me. My mother was from 
Staunton and I grew up in Harrisonburg. We would 
come over to visit family in Staunton when I was 
seven or eight years old and as we came down Old 
Highway 11, when we came by Augusta Military 
Academy, the cadets on the road saluted you. That 
was the school’s custom and I was overwhelmed by it. 
I thought later what an awesome responsibility these 
young men carried on their shoulders. Clearly, 


clearly, they were instruments of our national security. 

I spoke at an AMA commencement some years ago and it is 
good to be back here again. I have known Mal Livick for a long 
time; he was from Harrisonburg and I called him Harris. It is 


good to be with Mal and 
Linda again. 

I came here today to do 
one thing - to honor those 
individuals, members of the 
Cadet Corps and instruct- 
ors, who gave their lives 
not just in World War Two 
but the eight in World War 
One, the 53 in World War 
Two - an inordinately high 
number for such a small 
school, a striking statistic. 
Three AMA men died in the 
Korean War and 12 in 
Vietnam. Our Korean and 
Vietnam vets have never 
gotten the credit they are 


Former Congressman and 
Secretary of the Army 
John O. "Jack" Marsh 


due for their service to their 
country. 

I am glad to come back 
for another reason: I get to 
see Bob Bradford again. He 
was an extremely Senior 
Chief of Staff in Congress 
when I was a member. He 
was with Congressman Dick 
Poff and Bob was one of the 
best Chiefs of Staff on 
Capitol Hill who made Dick 
Poff, who was an outstand- 
ing Congressman, look even 
greater. Some of us hoped 
that Bob would succeed Dick 
in the Congress. So, Bob, it 
is good to be back here with 
you. 

To your officers of the 
alumni association: it is so 
good that you carry on. I am 
sure it is a labor of love that 
is reinforced by events like 
this. 

Man is the only creature 
that has a sense of history. 
If you go to the National 


Archives in Washington where our great documents are stored - 


the Constitution, the Declaration of Independence and others; 
outside the National Archives are two giant monuments. On one 
it says "What is past is prologue" and the other says "Learn 


from the past." It is important that we do just that on these 


occasions. 

We ate in the sesqui- 
centennial of the Civil War 
- or as we call it in 
Virginia, the War Between 
the States. It was a dark 
chapter in American history 
with the country divided 
between North and South, 
between families, father 
against son. But it also was 
the genesis of Augusta 
Military Academy. 

Professor Roller who had 
ridden with JEB Stuart was 
convinced that he should 

(continued on page 32) 
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Fill in the blanks below. PLEASE PRINT! Only one order per form please. Copy this form to 
order additional pavers. When you buy a paver, you SUPPORT AMA's ALUMNI FOUNDATION 


Your name Class, if any 
Address City, State, ZIP 
Phone (___) - E-mail address 

WHAT SIZE PAVER DO YOU WANT? ss 88" X B" - $100 == 4" X 8B" - $50 


Please PRINT what you want on your engraved brick, below 
Maximum lettering: 4" X 8" - 3 lines of 12 characters each 
8" X 8" - 5 lines of 12 characters each 


Punctuation marks and 


ad a ee td ee en spaces count as 
2> characters! 

EN A RL I a IS RITE ee IE CAR Payee tO, 
OO aa 2s ee alee ees a _ AMA Alumni Foundation 


4> Mail to: P.O. Box 100 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437 


5> 
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General Nicholson salutes Staff 
Sergeant Arnette and his mother 


With but a few minutes to prepare, Major General Larry Nicholson, *75, USMC, paid a profound tribute to the Fallen 
Soldier, Staff Sergeant Jason Arnette, USA, and his mother at ceremonies during Reunion 2011. Former Army Secretary 
Marsh was to have made the tribute but the approach of a huge storm with tornado warnings forced him to leave after the 
Founder's Day ceremonies in the Stone Church. Printed below is the transcript of General Nicholson's remarks. 


I would like to start by telling you a 
quick story. A young boy was visiting his 
grandfather’s house and as many young 
boys do he got out of sight of his grand- 
father and went up into the attic. There 
he found an old foot locker and started 
digging through it. What he finds are 
photos from years ago, photos of his 
grandfather who is almost unre- 
cognizable in his uniform. He 
finds medals, ribbons and citations 
and he brings them all down to the 
kitchen table where his grandfather 
is having a cup of coffee and read- 
ing the newspaper. 

The grandfather is stunned by 
what his grandson has brought 
down from the attic and the young 
boy looks sternly at his grandfather 
and says, "Grandfather, were you 
a hero in the war?" 

The grandfather sighs, takes a 
deep breath and says, "No, but I 
served in the company of heroes 
every day.” It is much how I feel 
after my time in Iraq and Afghan- 
istan and for many of you who 
spent time in uniform in the 
service of our country, I know you 
share that sentiment as well. 

Today, we are here to honor Staff 
Sergeant Jason Amette. I must tell you 
that I did not know Sergeant Arnette but 
I knew many Marines and soldiers who 
came into the Army and Marine Corps 
for the same reasons he did. 

We talk a lot about the Greatest 
Generation ever after Pearl Harbor - the 
generation that lifted us out of the Great 
Depression and simultaneously defeated 
two enemies, rebuilt Europe and Japan 
after the war and turned the United States 
into the greatest country in the world. 
They are the Greatest Generation and we 
will always honor their great achieve- 
ments. 

I would tell you that we have a second 
Greatest Generation. We are now in the 
longest war in the history of our country. 


The war in Afghanistan has surpassed 
any war in length, including Vietnam. 
We have a population that may or may 
not support the war but they do support 
the warriors. That is a great difference 
from our brothers who were treated so 
shabbily after the Vietnam War. Thank 
goodness that has changed. 


Just as young men across the country 
raised their right hands after Pearl 
Harbor, we too had a generation which 
raised its right hand immediately after 
those awful attacks on September 11. 

Last night, I had the privilege of 
speaking at the United States Naval 
Academy. The audience was composed of 
the 250 Midshipmen who have chosen to 
serve in the United States Marine Corps. 
As the Class of 2011 graduated, 250 went 
into the Marine Corps and another 750 
went into the United States Navy. The 
first thing I told these Midshipmen was 
that nobody joins the Marine Corps in a 
time of war without knowing they are 
going to that fight. You don’t join the 
Marine Corps or the Army when our 
nation is at war without knowing without 


question that you will go to the fight. It is 
not question of "if" but only a question of 
"when." 

Staff Sergeant Jason Arnette stood up. 
Like his grandfather before him, he stood 
up to be counted. He deployed to Iraq 
where he was killed on 1 April of 2007. 
Those were tough times in Iraq. I re- 
member standing here in the gym 
in April of 2007 after I had 
returned myself from the Fallujah 
Theater of Operations and I 
remember telling this audience that 
things were changing, that things 
were getting better. History has 
validated what I said in 2007. It is 
what will happen in Afghanistan as 
well. 

Sergeant Arnette in many ways 
represents the 28 years that we 
have not graduated young men 
from Augusta. At the end of the 
day, young men from our nation, 
young men from our state, young 
men from the Shenandoah Valley, 
young men from Amelia, Virginia 
are still standing up to answer the 
nation’s call. 

Michelle Bryant - today we 
honor you as well. On behalf of all 
warriors in uniform and out - ail of us in 
service today - today we honor your 
great son and his noble sacrifice to our 
nation. 

Our mission in Iraq now has less than 
40,000 soldiers and by end of the year it 
will be down close to zero. That could 
not have happened - that was unthinkable 
as I stood in this gym in 2007. 

The fact that this has been accomplish- 
ed - that this mission will come to an end 
is reflective of the great sacrifice and the 
spirit of the Marines, Soldiers, Sailors 
and Airmen like Staff Sergeant Jason 
Arnette. 

I am honored today to be even a small 
part of this ceremony honoring Sergeant 
Arnette. Thank you all for attending. God 
bless you and Semper Fidelis. 


Rebecca Bruce Daniels 
is the granddaughter of Edgar Daniels, ‘48. 


She was the principal violinist in her high 
school orchestra where she tutored fellow 
/ musicians. 


She was co-captain of the cheerleading team 
and is an All American Cheerleader. 


She played varsity tennis, was Latin Club 
treasurer and Senior Editor of her high school 
yearbook. 


She is a committed 
dancer having danced 
Edgar Daniels, ‘48, and Rebecca Bruce Daniels for 15 years at the 
Meredith Gravely 
School for Dance. 


For six summers, Rebecca took part in the Appalachian Service Project. 


She is now a junior at the University of North Carolina having matriculated from 
Virginia Tech. 


While at Tech, she was team leader of the "Big Event", a campus wide oo 
community service project dedicated to helping the less fortunate citizens of — 
Blacksburg. 

She was also a member of the Make-A-Wish Team benefitting children with terminal illnesses. 


At UNC, she belongs to Pi Beta Phi and serves as an officer on the Arrow Board Committee. 


She has kept her dedication to the dance at UNC by joining the Blank Canvas Dance Company which 
is a philanthropic dance troop raising money for the local Children’s Hospital. 


Rebecca credits her grandfather with having instilled in her a sense of commitment to community 
involvement and a patriotic fervor. 


Her grandfather served in the Korean War, hence her deep seated patriotism. 


Three AMA Legacy Scholarships 
awarded to deserving students 


Two sons and a granddaughter of Augusta Military ~ 
Academy alumni received annual AMA Legacy Scholar- 
ships at the Awards Banquet during Reunion 2011. 


Ross Hash, son of Jim Hash, ~72, Andrew Props, 
son of Andrew Props, Jr., 67, and Rebecca Bruce 
Daniels, the granddaughter of Edgar Stokes Daniels, 
“48, each received a stipend worth $2,000. 


AMA Legacy Scholarships are awarded yearly to 
direct descendants of AMA alumni (children, grand- 
children, great-grandchildren, et a/ whether they are 
natural, adopted or step. 


The scholarships go to those 25 years of age or 
younger and who are enrolled in or will enroll in an 
institution of higher learning beyond the high school 
level. The scholarship money is paid directly to the Last year, Brittany Ward Burke received a Legacy Scholarship 
institution attended or to be attended by the scholarship _ but was unable to attend Reunion 2010 because of the death 
winner. of her grandmother whose husband is Chuck Pine, ‘49. This 

year father and daughter were at the Awards Banquet where 
Brittany thanked our alumni for enabling her to attend law 
school at George Mason. 


This year, two recipients were selected because of 
their academic prowess and the third because of 
leadership abilities. An independent judge evaluates all 
applications received. 


At the end of each calendar year, the AMA 
Foundation trustees decide based on the availability of 
funds how many scholarships will be awarded at the 
next year's reunion and what the value of each award 
will be. 


The first Bayonet of the year and the AMA webpage 
(AMAAlumni.org) will then announce what scholarships 
\ i : are to be awarded and the deadline for submitting 
te applications. 


Jim Hash, ‘72, is justly proud of his son, Ross, who earned a 
scholarship to attend Middle Georgia College where he is 
working toward an engineering degree. 


Be watching for those announcements. 


Ross Anthony Hash 
is the son of James "Jim" C. Hash, °72. 


Ross is musically gifted and can play guitar, 
keyboards, saxophone and any percussion 
instrument. 


He was the drum line captain for his high 
school marching band. 


Ross also is an athlete participating in base- 
ball, tennis and soccer. 


He is involved with the 
outreach programs of 
his church. 


Scholarship Chairman Phil Bentley, ‘83, Ross Anthony Hash 

and Alumni President Rovirosa. Ross has worked in 
food, clothing and toy 

collection efforts and has assisted in programs such as building homes for the 

needy, helping children with disabilities and removing trash from road sides. 


All that, and a brain too! He maintained a 3.8 average all through high school. 


He was on the school's Academic Bowl and was one of only six Honor Students 


in his class. Cadet Hash, 
1972 Recall 


Ross is attending Middle Georgia College in Cochrane where he is pursuing a 
Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering. 


Says, he, "As an electrical engineer, I'll have the opportunity of being in the forefront of the challenges 
which face our technologically driven world. 


"I'll be able to seek out ways to improve our lives by developing more efficient ways to do things and 
perhaps discover ways of doing things that society never thought possible." 


Ross credits his success in life to his Dad who was there at every occasion, encouraging him to excel 
in all that Ross tried and to pursue his dreams which have led him where he is today. 


Ross quotes from Robert Frost regarding his father's efforts: And that made all the difference. 


Andrew Kemper Props 
is the son of Roy Kemper Props, Jr., ‘67. 


Andrew has been involved with the Boy 
Scouts since 1999. 


He has attained the highest rank the Scouts 
offer — Eagle Scout. 


One of his Eagle Scout projects was to 
create a handicapped accessible score- 
keeper’s box for "The Field of Dreams." 


The Field of Dreams 
is a Richmond organi- 
zation which brings A. 
baseball experiences Scholarship Chairman Phil Bentley, ‘83, Andrew Kemper 
to children and young Props and Alumni President Rovirosa. 

people who have dis- 

abilities. 


Andrew is co-captain and star of his high school baseball team. 


He has been named an All District and an All Academic player. 
a 4 ai He won his team’s Sportsmanship Award as a freshman which rarely occurs. 


Andrew will attend Shenandoah University this Fall where he will be studying 
kinesiology. 


His major will be sports management and he will have a minor in business. 


Andrew’s future career could be in sports promotion, athletics administration, sporting event manage- 
ment or coaching. 


He will be playing baseball at Shenandoah with an eye to winning the national championship. 


Andrew credits much of his success to his father, Roy. 


Andrew has watched his father SeIOne te the leadership qualities which Andrew has duplicated in 


sr 


Scouting and now in baseball. 
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Golfers raise another $1,000 for AMA 


The annual AMA Open during Reunion 2011 saw the dedicated 
duffers again raise $1,000 for AMA. This is the ninth year that the 
reunion golfers have raised at least a grand for AMA. 

Golf Chairman Paul Poluito, °73, reported that Bob Sayre, “51, his 
son, Billy, Paul's son, Matthew, and Paul were the top foursome 
edging the second quartet of Jack Paulson, 71, Howard Rosenthal, 
“68, Blaine Clarke, °72, and Al Zayas, ~72. Closest to the pin was 
Matthew Poluito at 16 feet two and a half inches. 

The longest drive by fellows over 50 was by Jeff Sawdey, ~73. 
Poluito says, "No one under 50 even hit the fairway but after Mickey 
Toms pestered me repeatedly about how far he hit the ball on that 
hole, | finally gave him the prize." The tournament was held at the 
Ingleside Country Club. 

Says AMA Alumni Association President Jorge Rovirosa, ~70 
(whose reunion duties kept him from playing golf for a second year), _ ae 
"The guys have a lot of fun out there and | missed being with them. The second place foursome ready to tee off: Al 
We are always grateful to these fellows who turn the AMA Open into Zayas, ‘72, Jack Paulsen, ‘71, Howard Rosenthal, 
a fund raising opportunity for Augusta." 


a {al 


PUTTING FOR $10,000 - At Casino Night, Gary Understein, ‘71, 
and an excited crowd watches Gary’s putt as it heads for the 
hole 50 feet away. Had he made the putt, there would have been 
$5,000 for Gary and $5,000 for AMA. Alas, he fell a little bit short. 
Gary and Ross Hash, the son of Jim Hash, ‘72, and winner of an 
AMA Legacy Scholarship, had battled for the right to make the 
shot for the big money. 


D-Day Memorial faces challenges 


The National D-Day Memorial in Bedford is facing a tough battle in 
joining the National Park Service (NPS). The Memorial, which was 
visited by AMA Reunion goers in 2002, has had financial problems for 
several years and affiliation with the National Park Service is being 
looked at as a way to give the Memorial long term sustainability. 

A Park Service official said, “It is not easy to become a unit of the 
National Park Service. We have a study underway that will likely take 
a long time to complete.” Virginia Congressman Bob Goodlatte and 
both U. S. Senators from Virginia are supporting the study to see if the 
Memorial would be a good fit for the NPS. The nonprofit foundation 
which owns the Memorial operates largely by donations. 


WITH HIS GRANDPA - This is Benjamin Lyall 
Livick, grandson of Mal Livick, Jr. and great- 
grandson of Colonel Mal and Linda Livick. They 
attended the Founder’s Day service in the Old 
Stone Church. 


y 


on both 


A QUARTET OF CHAMPIONS - Warren Fleming, ‘72, Manuel Balbis, ‘53, 
Coach Bill Ralph and Jonathan Claiborne, son of the late Jerry Claiborne. 


Above, left, Balbis thanks Rovirosa for his induction into Hall of Fame. Above, right, Coach Claiborne’s son 
Johnathan, accepts on his late father’s behalf. Below, left, Warren Fleming shows his Hall of Fame certificate 
Below, right, Williamson who played for Coach Ralph, joins Rovirosa in welcoming him to the Hall of Fame. 


Manuel Balbis, ‘53, 
wrestled above his 
weight — and won! 


We heard Manuel speak at the 
2010 Reunion last year where 
he but barely mentioned his 
athletic prowess. 


But he was the captain of our wrestling team in 
each of his last two years at Augusta. bens 


He was undefeated in 1952 and 1953. In 1952, he earned a Silver Medal in the 
Virginia Prep School Wrestling Championship. 


Wrestling was a very competitive sport in the 
1950’s and his impressive wins were against 
strong and able opponents in and above his 
weight class. 


While the team his senior year did not have a 
good season, "Maweet" shone as he pinned or 
decisioned opponent after opponent. In the 
1953 yearbook, Manuel Balbis was voted as 
one of the school’s best athletes. 


Balbis versus Gantz from the University He played Tiger Football and was co-captain of 
of West Virginia. Manuel won! that team his senior year. He also played 
baseball as well as wrestling. 


He was at AMA for six years and made a name for himself in academics as well 
as athletics — earning seldom matched grades in biology and chemistry. 


Balbis was the Student Body Treasurer and the 
Class Prophecy said that he would be elected 
President of Cuba after Batista was driven from 
power. This prediction was made in 1953 and 
unfortunately for many of us, it never became true. 


He left a great athletic and academic record at AMA 
we welcome Manuel Balbis from the Class of 1953 to 
the AMA Sports Hall of Fame. 


Warren Fleming, 
‘72, best running 
back in League 


Warren Fleming came to 
- Augusta when our foot- 


ball program had been in 
decline. 


The football season in 
1971-72 saw the small [iil 
number of team members 
having to play on both offense and defense, something not often seen in 1971. 


But they did win some exciting games! 


At the heart of our team was Running 
Back Warren Fleming — a cadet with the 
running style of Gale Sayers — a cadet 
who ran the 100 yard dash in 9.9 seconds 
and averaged more than five yards per 
Carry. 


= ~s He was clearly the best running back in 
a oe See the Military Academy League and his 
se ee 3 =o leadership on and off the field was an 

= —_——— inspiration to players and non-players 


Dodging and twisting, Warren Fleming heads for alike. 
a first down against Greenbrier Military School. 


| He also played linebacker and defensive 
back and was team captain for a number of games. His teammates remember 
Warren as "very reliable” and though he weighed close to 200 pounds, he was 
really, really fast. 


In addition to his athletic prowess, Warren played a 
major leadership role to the football team. 


He also played basketball and baseball and received 
several offers to play college football but Warren 
decided to take a different road. 


He considers having played on the first integrated 
teams at Augusta one of the most important mile- 
stones in his life. 


Coach Jerry Claiborne 
had first coaching 
job at Augusta 


Jerry Claiborne spent two 

years coaching football and 

basketball at AMA. His teams 

won the Virginia State basket- 

ball championship in 1950 
and the state football championship the following 
year. Jerry also taught the eighth grade. 


He left AMA to become Bear Bryant’s assistant at Texas A and M and later at 
Alabama before taking the top job at 
Virginia Tech. He led the Hokies to a 69- 
32-2 record from 1961 to 1970 and Tech 
would not be successful in football again 
until Frank Beamer, who played for 
Claiborne at VT, came to Blacksburg. 


From Tech, Jerry went to College Park to 
become the head coach at Maryland, a 
team that had won only nine games in 
five years. He coached the Terps for ten 
years and ended with a 77-37-3 record 
including an undefeated season in 1976, 
his teams going to six successive bowl 

Bobby Joe Moser, Coach Claiborne, Colonel w. James. 

C. Louisell and Tommy Hamilton, Fall of 1950. 

. Claiborne took over as head coach of his 
alma mater in 1982 and after his first year at 0-10, Kentucky reached bowl games 
in his second and third seasons. 


He was Coach of the Year in three conferences: the 

Southern Conference where the Hokies played in awa SPOR? 
those days — the Atlantic Coast Conference three : 
times when he coached at Maryland - and the ( 
Southeast Conference where Kentucky plays. The 

Sporting News named him national coach of the year 

in 1974 and Jerry Claiborne was inducted into the 

College Football Hall of Fame in 1999. 


Claiborne always gave credit for his successes to 
General Roller for giving him his first coaching job. 
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Coach Bill Ralph 
had 39-21-7 record 
over seven years —_ > 


SF 


, 
Coach Bill Ralph, a native of (( 
—- Indianapolis, was hired in 1957 “a 
‘ ~~ by Colonel Roller to be AMA’s fey 
head coach in football, basket- 
te, Pi. ball and baseball. a 


Coach Ralph had graduated from Colonel Roller’s ened ' 

alma mater — VMI — in 1954 with a major in 

history. 
At the Institute, he earned twelve letters in 
three sports. 


"He pitched and played first base for the base- 
ball nine. 


He was tackle for the football team and center 
| on the Keydets basketball team. 


At VMI, Coach Ralph was All State in both 
football and baseball. 


' He also was honorable mention Southern 
Conference lineman. 


Coach Ralph listens as Colonel Roller talks And Bill Ralph was second team All American! 
football with the 1961-62 team. 


He was drafted by the Chicago Cardinals pro 
football team but instead served two years as an infantry officer. 


Coach Ralph and Rosalie were at AMA for seven 
years and he had a football record of 39-21-7. 


Both Bill Ralph and Rosalie made a tremendous 
impact on the students they taught and coached. 


Whether they won or lost, his players will never 
forget the life lessons taught to them by Coach and 
Reverend Bill Ralph and his wife, Rosalie. 


Two wonderful Christians. 


30 Summer 2011 


OLD GLORY - At each reunion, our 
flag is saluted with a moving pre- 
sentation which is narrated by 
Blaine Clarke, ‘72. The folded flag 
is passed from trooper to troooper. 
Here, Jim Mitchell, ‘76, salutes as 
LTC Steve Trent, ‘70, awaits. 


Oldest class, longest trip 

Angus Hines, from the Class of 
1942, represented the oldest class to 
have an attendee at Reunion 2011. 

The alumnus who traveled the 
farthest to attend the reunion was 
Walter Quatmann, “61. He and his 
wife, Johanna, came to Staunton from 
Freiburg, Germany. 


Ruby (Mrs. Paul) Bratton 
gives museum a trove of 


Paul’s AMA memorabilia 

Ruby (Mrs. Paul) Bratton collected 
a number of AMA items which had 
been left by her late husband, boxed 
them up and gave them to the AMA 
Museum. Executive Director Crysta 
Stephenson expressed gratitude for 
the unique gift from one of AMA's 
most loyal alumni. 

Pau! was First Captain in 1947-48, 
then when serving in the Army was 
assigned to the Military Staff at AMA. 
He left an enduring mark on the 
school and was a loyal museum vol- 
unteer until poor health prevented his 
participation. 

Ruby was a guest of honor at The 
Homestead luncheon on Friday of the 
reunion weekend. 


Three new Alumni 
Board members 


Three alumni were elected to the 
AMA Alumni Association Board of 
Directors at Reunion 2011. 

Roger Messick, ‘52, served two 
tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot 
and finished his career as the Chief 
Pilot for General Electric. He was First 
Captain at AMA his senior year. 

Bill Mariner, ‘60, has his own CPA 
firm in Ocean City, MD. A Foundation 
trustee, Bill is working with the Board 
in firmly setting policy for financial 
reporting of AMA funds. 

Paul Karch, ‘79, is Vice President 
of Business Development for a $15 
billion global government contractor 
and Chairman of Gardant Global, a 
strategy and investment firm. 


< | au 
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NEW CRT MEMBER - The newest 
member of the Chairman’s Round- 
table is Ed Schonborn, ‘52. Ed and 
his wife, Joanne, pledged to give 


AMA $1,000 a year for the next five 
years. Thank you, Ed and Joanne! 


Want a Roller Rifles guidon? 

There are only three of them left 
and you can purchase one for $120. 
These are duplicates of the guidon 
which was carried at the last Roller 
Rifles performance. Get details by 
calling 540/248-3007. 


LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON - Dave 
Raybin, ‘67, is shown here with his 
son, Benjamin, just after he was 
sworn in as an attorney. Benjamin 
is a 2010 graduate of the Vanderbilt 
School of Law and is joining his 
father’s seven person law firm in 
Nashville. Dave’s wife, Kay, owns 
an investment company and his 
daughter , Jaime Beth, is a promi- 
nent Nashville artist. 


REUNION 2012 


will be held 


19-21 APRIL 


Put the date on your calendar now! 


° Stuart Hall 
] Alumnae/i Weekend 
April 8, 9, & 10, 2011 


£ 
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WHO IS THE CADET? This was the 
front cover for the Stuart Hail 
Alumnae/i Weekend back in April. 


Can anyone tell us who is the AMA 
cadet in the photo? 
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Death takes Alumni Leader Tommy Simmons, ‘53 


Tommy Simmons, ~53, was very well known to many 
alumni as the man with the warm smile and a refreshing 
drink at each reunion but not as many know the key role 
Tommy played when the AMA Alumni Association had but 
$300 in the bank. 

Tommy passed away 30 January after a short illness. He 
was 76. He had been a strong supporter of the AMA 
Alumni Association since its 
founding and served as both 
its Treasurer and its President. 

In recent years, Tommy, a 
long time member of the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, 
took command of the Hospitality 
Tent at each annual reunion. 
He rounded up the drinks, saw 
to it that the beer was iced and 
kept the tent going for three 
nights of each reunion loyally 
staying at his post in the 
sometimes frigid tent until he 
was sure the last thirsty 
alumnus had been _ fully 
accommodated. This year, the 
tent was named "The Tommy 
Simmons Hospitality Tent” in his honor. 

in the early days of the alumni association, before com- 
puters were in vogue, Tommy kept hand written alumni 
addresses on 3” X 5" index cards. When the time came to 
do a mailing to alumni, Tommy would create labels, affix 
them to each envelope, put a stamp in place and cart them 
off to the Post Office. 

In today's world where our alumni list is computerized, it 
is hard to imagine how time consuming and difficult this 
cumbersome process was, but Tommy persevered! 

At one time, the Alumni Association had 
only $300 in the bank and there was talk 
of disbanding the association with many 
saying that with the school closed, there 
was no point in trying to keep the alumni 
together. 

Tommy would have none of that and 
kept talking up reunions and other get 
togethers. When the alumni board had a 
meeting away from Fort Defiance, he 
would be among the first to register. At 
board meetings, he assured that Roberts 
Rules and the by-laws of the association 
were adhered to religiously. 

Careful with other people's money 

Tommy Simmons was not loose with his 
money but the important thing to remem- 
ber about him is that he was as careful 
with AMA's money as he was with his 
own. He had to be reminded one year not 
to try to save the opened bottles of mixer 
for the next year's reunion! 


Thomas B. Simmons, 
1953 Recall 


From the 1953 Recall, Tommy 
as editor of the yearbook. 
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Tommy displays a bottle containing some apparently 
strong stuff! No report on anyone who took a sip of Hot 
Damn. 


After receiving a BA in business administration from 
Virginia Tech, he went into the Army as a first lieutenant 
remaining in the Virginia National Guard for five years after 
his active duty service. 

From 1958 until he retired, he owned and operated 
Simmons Parts Company in Staunton. He was a founding 
director of the Greater Augusta Regional Chamber of 
Commerce and was on the board of the Shenandoah Valley 
Travel Association. 

Tommy was a very active member of the Virginia Tech 
Alumni Association and served as President of the Augusta 
County Chapter. 

Many activities at AMA 

At AMA, he was editor of both The 
Bayonet and The Recall, earned varsity 
letters in football, basketball, baseball, 
Jacrosse and fencing. He marched in the 
Roller Rifles and was a member of the 
Roller Society having left a bequest to the 
AMA Foundation. 

To say that we will miss him is under- 
statement to the nth degree. 

To many, Tommy was the face of the 
alumni association and always one of the 
first people to greet anyone arriving at a 
reunion. 

Thank you, Tommy, for believing when 
only a spark of hope remained that there 
could be an active and vibrant alumni 
presence on our campus. 

The family requests that memorial 
donations be made to the AMA Alumni 
Foundation in Tommy's name. 
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Marsh from page 17 

teach the young men who had missed school time during the 
war. He had a talent for teaching but decided that it would be 
best to do that teaching in a military environment. He felt it 
added to the educational benefits and AMA flourished and 
carried out his grandest dreams. 

I remember when President Eisenhower visited here in 1960. 
Colonel Roller was his escort and the President came here on 
the post. I was here that day. Ike’s mother was born just a few 
miles from where we are now. Ida Stover later moved off to 
Kansas where she met and married the man who would become 
the President’s father. 

Memory is the human echo of history, so let us look at that 
history. The Corps of Cadets at a military academy is a unique 
institution that distinguishes it from any civilian education. The 
Corps of Cadets are the heart of military training and the heart 
of a military institution. This is true of the United States Military 
Academy and it was true of Augusta Military Academy. 

I suspect that General Nicholson who honors us by his 
presence, when he went into the Marine Corps, was prepared for 
this experience by his time at AMA and at The Citadel. The 
Corps is a transition - a sort of transmission belt of history, 
always self renewing. One class graduates, another new class 
comes in. The class that enters has to learn the customs and 
mores of the Corps which has just passed. They preserve the 
values and the customs and heritage of the institution. You do 
not have anything like that in a civilian college. Every cadet in 
the Corps learns that the Corps subordinates the individual to the 
mass. That is a very important lesson to learn because you 
sometimes have to subordinate yourself to the leadership of one, 
two or others to accomplish a mission. 

General MacAthur and The Corps 

In looking at the Corps, you may recall the final speech that 
General Douglas MacArthur gave to the West Point cadets 
just before his death. General MacArthur considered himself to 
be a Virginian and that is why he is buried at Norfolk. He 
reminded the US Military Academy cadets that in "my last 
memory as I pass over the river, I shall remember one thing - 
the Corps and the Corps and the Corps. He had captured that 
memory in his mind. 

Not only is this the sesquicentennial of the American Civil 
War... this is the 67" anniversary of the Normandy invasion on 
D-Day in 1944. I'd like to talk with you about that for a moment 
and tell you some things that you might not know and a 
coincidence that involves AMA. 

There were five invasion beaches on D-Day: Utah, Omaha, 
Gold, Sword and Juno. Gold, Sword and Juno were English and 
Canadian areas. Utah and Omaha were American sectors. Each 
sector was about 5 miles wide. All the military planners recog- 
nized that the most difficult of all the landing sites was going to 
be at Omaha. Omaha had to be taken because it was integral to 
linking up all the other landing zones. This was a massive 
operation: 5,000 ships, more than 5,000 aircraft, 30,000 vehicles 
and 175 thousand soldiers to be landed on D-Day. One unit was 
picked from the National Guard to land at Omaha and why was 
that particular unit picked? No one can tell you for sure. The 
unit that was picked was the 116" Infantry Regiment of the 
Virginia National Guard with members from Staunton, 
Winchester, Charlottesville, Harrisonburg, Roanoke, Lynchburg 


fie 


AT THE ALTAR - After Secretary Marsh’s speech in the 
Stone Church, he posed for a picture with his boyhood 
friend, Mal Livick. L. to r.. MG Larry Nicholson, ‘75, 
Marsh, Colonel Livick and Linda Roller Livick. 


and Southside Virginia, the 6" oldest regiment in the American 
Army. The 116" was picked to go in with a regiment from the 
1" Division, a Regular Army division. Some say that the reason 
for picking a National Guard division was to show the Germans 
what they were up against, that National Guard troops would 
fight just as well as regular army troops. 

The executive officer of the 16" Regiment of the 1" 
Division was a graduate of the United States Military Academy, 
a proven soldier who graduated from AMA before he went to 
West Point. He was Lieutenant Colonel Hubert Mathews and 
he had been selected as XO of the 16" and would go in with the 
first wave. He didn’t have to go in that first wave but he wanted 
to be there. He had fought with the 1* Division in North Africa, 
a seasoned soldier, and he took in the advance party to create the 
CP. He was the first soldier to step off the ramp in the 1* 
Division sector. The minute the ramp went down, they were met 
with murderous machine gun fire and Colonel Mathews was 
killed immediately. It is clear that he was a man of enormous 
capability and so, an AMA man was the first soldier to land on 
the beach at Normandy on D-Day. 

Hamilton was a pathfinder 

It is also interesting to read about another young man named 
Elbert Hamilton whose nickname was "Unk." He was from 
Alabama and was a young 2™ lieutenant. At AMA, he had been 
captain of the football team and president of the senior class and 
now he was in the 82" Airborne Division. He had an unusual 
assignment: before you have a mass airborne drop, you have got 
to put in pathfinders who go in 30 minutes to an hour ahead of 
the main force. Their job is to set up signal lights and establish 
radio contact to the edges and boundaries of the drop zone. 
There are very few men of this select caliber. The 82"! Airborne 
pathfinders were commanded by Lieutenant Hamilton of AMA. 

In the World War Two insert about AMA men in the war, 
there is a picture of Hamilton with his fellow troopers by the 
side of the aircraft which was to take them to the drop zone. 
You see him there looking very calm and confident just before 
he was to bail out over enemy territory in France. He would die 
in an English hospital on the 4" of July from the wounds that he 


received from that jump. 

You have this enormous heritage of contributions by AMA 
men. I know that General Nicholson is a graduate of The Citadel 
and another graduate of The Citadel was a professor English and 
a coach at SMA. His name was Tom Howie and he was from 
South Carolina. Howie was president of his class and an all state 
football player, and here he was landing on the same beach on 
the same day with his former athletic rivals from AMA. 

These are wonderful memories. We must preserve them and 
honor them. I don’t know how many of you have seen the World 
War Two folder which was in The Bayonet a few years back. It 
is a superb piece of research about these AMA cadets and the 
roll that they played in the war and I hope it can be reprinted. 
Fifty three AMA men coming from every branch were killed - 
Army, Navy, Army Air Corps, Marines. 

They had magnificent records and made magnificent sacrifices. 
One, a lieutenant commander on a submarine lost on patrol in 
the Pacific. Some eight or nine of them never had their remains 
recovered. Three of the 53 won the Distinguished Service Cross. 
One was a private but he single handedly took out a machine gun 
nest and was killed in doing it. 

Executed by the Japanese 

There is one young man in the folder whose name I par- 
ticularly want you to remember and his name was Clarence 
Clyburne. Clyburne was an officer is the US Army Air Corps 
and his plane was shot down over Burma. Lieutenant Clyburne 
bailed out and in landing he broke his leg. He had a compound 
fracture with the bone sticking out. Thus handicapped, the 
Japanese caught him and made him walk on that wounded leg. 
What pain that must have been! A Japanese officer kept striking 
Clyburn’s injured leg with a sword. They executed him which 
makes it important to remember him along with Hubert Mathews 
and Unk Hamilton. 

Many of these youngsters were commissioned as 2" or even 
1“ lieutenants because of their training at AMA. Here, they 
learned values - virtue and courage and discipline - these were 
what they took with them into combat and they were natural 
leaders regardless of what their rank was. They proved their 
abilities the hard way and we are here today, the beneficiaries of 
their sacrifice. 

Buried in the cemetery here at the Augusta Stone Church is 
Weldon Tutwiler from this area who was an American pilot 
flying with the Chinese Air Force. He flew a Chinese aircraft 
over "the Hump” to Burma, an extremely dangerous route. 

You cannot help but think, what if they had all lived? What 
would their contributions to the nation have been? I will tell you 
that I think their contributions would have been very great. 

I have a suggestion for you. it’s only a suggestion. If you go 
down old Highway 11 a mile outside of New Market, you cross 
the Civil War battlefield where the VMI cadets helped turn the 
tide. On that battlefield, near the road, you can see a monument. 

By the way, some people think that the monuments seen on 
Southern battlefields are always monuments to Southerners. That 
is not the case. There are a number of Union monuments on 
Southern battlefields and the one you can see from old Route 11 
is a solitary soldier standing with his rifle at rest. It is a 
monument to the 54" Pennsylvania placed exactly where the 54" 
was on the 15" of May 1864. 

In 1905, 40 years after the war ended, people looked back 
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where they were and what 
they did in the war. 
Where were the unusual 
great moments of your 
unit? The realization was 
that there was nothing to 
mark that great event in 
your life. 

The Pennsylvanians 
bought a tiny piece of 
land in New Market and 
put their monument there. 
The Confederate veterans 
of the area hosted the 54" 
Pennsylvania vets when 
they came down all 
knowing that this would 
be the last time they 
would ever be together on 
this earth. The young 
men of 1864 came down, 
now old men. They want- 
ed to put something there to tell people that we were here and 
this is what we did here. 

I would like to see you all put an AMA Cadet Statue out on 
Highway 11 so that people will know what AMA was and what 
it did. You would not be doing it for yourselves but rather for 
these 53 people killed in World War Two, the colonel who was 
in the first wave, the young lieutenant executed by the Japanese, 
the commander of the pathfinders from the 82 Airborne. Let’s 
do something so that others will know what they did and will tell 
their story. They cannot tell their story, only we can tell it. 

You are doing important work. Please look at a copy of this 
World War Two document which I have gone over time after 
time. If you go to the cemetery at Normandy, there is a beautiful 
view and the presence of those 9,382 graves make you realize 
what it cost to win those beaches. The Normandy Cemetery is 
considered the most beautiful military cemetery in the world and 
so many are there from the 1" and 29" Divisions. You realize 
the contributions they made to the lives we have today. 

Someone wrote a comment about that and said, “Here they 
rest under French sky, buried in Norman soil, stained by the 
blood they bled, now their home of last repose. No sounds of 
war disturb them. Theirs is a bivouac of the dead. Hallowed, 
eternal, Normandy became their bourn of time and place that 
they had not intended it so to be. For them, home was a 
continent away, not here not in Normandy, but fate destined 
them to be silent sentries, sentries who are a testament to sacri- 
fice and suffering. The Mother Country grieves her loss for the 
price that they paid for a great cause. But for them America 
shall forever honor them and be in their debt. And the goddess 
of liberty whose eyes are dimmed by tears cradles them in her 
arms." 

Four AMA Cadets who are buried in the Henri-Chapelle 
Cemetery in Belgium. Outside that cemetery is a plaque which 
reads, “Each for his own memorial earned praise that will never 
die and with it, the grandest of all sepulchers, not that in which 
his mortal bones are laid but a home in the minds of men." 

(concluded on page 58) 


Founder’s Day Chairman Luke 
Snyder, ‘60, introduced Marsh. 


HONORED GUEST - Bud Oakey, ‘70, in his 
Roller Rifles uniform, welcomes to Reunion 
2011 the former Assistant Secretary of the 
Army under both Presidents Bush and 
Obama. John Paul Woodley was responsible 
for the Army Corps of Engineers and now 
works for Bud’s firm, Advantus Strategies. 
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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY - These men from the Class of 1961 celebrated their 
50" anniversary at Reunion 2011. L. to r., Toby Elder from Henderson, NV, 
Ron Frees from Oakdale, PA, Wait Quatmann from Freiburg, Germany (and 
now Leesburg, VA) and Art Hurme from Alexandria. 


CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS - Former First Captain Roger Messick, ‘52, and 


k, Bev (A . 60) Jean share a laugh with Headquarters Company Captain Tommy Clements, 
Anne (Mrs. Like. 0) ‘50, at the Awards Banquet during Reunion 2011. 
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Reunion Silent Auction brings in another $5,300 


Thanks to the generosity of many AMA alumni and 
friends, the 2011 Silent Auction brought in about $5,300. 
Chairman Dave Conrad, 59, said he was pleased with this 
year's results. 

American Airlines tickets donated by Tom DelValle, °73, 
earned $700 from William Dietrick, the son-in-law of Rod 
Willey, 51, for a pair of First Class tickets while Debbie 
Nicholson (Mrs. Larry, ~75) paid $600 for two Coach 
Class tickets. Luke Snyder, “60, donated a week at his 
place in the North Carolina mountains which was snapped 
up by Ralph Sassaman for $505 while a week at the 
Florida condo belonging to Tommy Clements, 50, went for 
$500 to Jim Councill, ©49. 

Joe Garry, -73, bought a Beeman pellet rifle donated by 
Gerry Arnold, °66, for $350 while Jorge Rovirosa, ~70, got 
a Chris Reeve knife for $305. Don Studer had donated the 
knife. Brenda (Mrs. Goodloe, °67) Saunders paid $250 for 
a beautiful turkey painting created by Joyce (Mrs. Ben, 
*60) Zinkhan. 

Bill Mariner, “60, scored big by buying the original art 
work for the cover of the new AMA cookbook. The work 
was done with much loving care by Kiki (Mrs. Jorge, ~70) 
Rovirosa and Bill took it home for $200 

Mickey Toms, “67, had the high bid of $155 on a Red- 
field range finger donated by Arnold and Mike Nolan, 67, 
purchased a 60" anniversary Pearl Harbor KA Bar for $140, 
also donated by Arnold. Rovirosa donated some fine cigars 
which were purchased by John Botcheller, 67, for $125. 
The late Sergeant Joe Josephson left a statue of a 
football player for which Bud Allison, “60, paid $100. Mike 
Kidd, ©72, paid $100 for a Harley Davidson lamp which had 
been contributed by Jim Atchison, °73. 


Other items sold include: 


DONOR (TEM WINNER PRICE 
Jerry Arnold Knife Brenda Metz $ 65 
Victor Gomez Cigars Brenda Saunders 60 
John Botcheller Teaset Mickey Toms 50 

Botcheller Afghan Kiki Rovirosa 50 
Ruth Rosenthal Collage Nancy Bradford 40 


Breezy Hill Spa 
Frank Williamson 
Clyde Ramsey 


Massage Brenda Saunders 40 
Booze Jorge Rovirosa 25 
Bike bag Gary Understein 25 


Ruth Rosenthal Collage Jorge Rovirosa 25 
Marilyn Nicol Candy Bill Mariner 20 
Breezy Hill Spa Facial Brenda Saunders 20 
Don Studer Watch Brenda Saunders 20 


Frank Williamson WWII hat Shawn Pennock 15 


Clyde Ramsey Tote Mary Councill 10 
Ramsey Purse Councill 10 
Ramsey Purse Sally Hurme 10 
Ramsey Purse Brenda Saunders 10 


Grateful thanks to all who participated whether you donated 
something to sell or bought something. Now — right now — 
please think about what you might contribute next year. 


ALUMNI check out the Beeman pellet rifle at the 
Silent Auction. Gerry Arnold, ‘66, donated it; Joe 
Garry, ‘73, had the winning bid at $350. 


JAMES LUPTON 


PILGRIMAGE 


Jim Lupton’s second book out 


Following his first book in the series titled Pilgrimmage of 
Grace: Turbulent Youth, Reverend Jim Lupton, 50, now 
has the follow up volume Perilous Power in print. The 
former AMA Chaplain's books are about his distant ances- 

(continued overleaf) 


36 Summer 2011 


Lupton’s book from previous page 
tor Roger Lupton which he describes as 
"accurately documented though the per- 
sonal story is fictitious." 

Roger Lupton was appointed canon of 
St. George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle 
in 1500. Records indicate that he had a 
close relationship with King Henry VII 
who elevated him to the post of Provost 
at Eton College, a position he held for 
32 years. 

Roger fared less well with King Henry 
VIII, the author asking, "Who didn’t?" In 
1525, Roger founded a "public" school in 
his home village of Sadber (now called 
Sedbergh) which even today has some 
550 students. Jim Lupton says, "The 
people of this area have been very 
helpful to me in doing my research for 
the books, particularly the archivists at 
the school." 

The title of Reverend Jim’s book 
Pilgrimage comes from the religious re- 
bellion that swept across north England 
in 1536. 

In doing research on his book, Jim 
discovered that Kate Middleton is des- 
cended from the Lupton family. Prince 
William attended Eton where Roger 
Lupton is entombed, the famous Tower 
at Eton having been constructed by him 
during the time he was provost there. 

The AMA PX has both of Jim’s books 
on sale for $20 each which includes 
mailing and any applicable sales tax. 

The back cover of this second book 
says this about our alumnus: "James 
Lupton, an Episcopal priest, lives in 
North Carolina. He serves parishes and 
writes fiction. Combining _ historical 
sources of murder with romance and 
theology, he’s produced one book about 
the early years of his medieval ancestor, 
Roger Lupton, and this second book 
with Roger as Royal Chaplain, provost 
of Eton College and the founder of the 
Sedbergh School." 

Reverend Jim began his career as an 
architect having graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania. He worked in 
the architecture field from 1960 until 
1983 when he enrolled at the Episcopal 
Theological Seminary. After receiving a 
Master of Divinity, he served churches in 
Texas and Arkansas before retiring. 

At AMA, Jim was Battalion Sergeant 
Major, member of the Beta Club, on the 
YMCA Cabinet and worked on the staffs 
of both The Bayonet and The Recall. 


AT THE HOMESTEAD - Fresh from visiting The Homestead’s many shops, 
five gals and a guy await lunch: Nancy (Mrs. Bob, ‘50) Bradford, Nancy 
(Mrs. John, ‘67) Botcheller, Anne (Mrs. Luke, ‘60) Snyder, Bev and Frank 
Williamson, ‘60, and Shirley (Mrs. Jim, ‘60) McLelland. Below, the AMA 
lunch at The Homestead. 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE FOLKS WHO 
HELPED UNDERWRITE THE HOMESTEAD TRIP 


Colleen and Bud Allison, ‘61 


Anne and Luke Snyder, ‘60 


Harry and Clyde Ramsey, ‘49 


Bev and Frank Williamson, ‘60 
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A visit to the famous Homestead in ot 
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On Friday of reunion week- 
end, Bev and Frank William- 
son, 60, took a motor coach 
of reunion goers to the World 
Class Homestead Resort in 
the mountains of Virginia. 
Alumnus Keene Byrd, °59, 
the Homestead historian, seen 
at right, gave the history of the 
famous hotel followed by a 
lovely luncheon in one of the 
many dining rooms. 

The trees were just begin- 
ning to "bud out" as the photo 
above shows. The mountains 
in the background were snow 
covered just a few weeks be- 
fore AMA's visit. 

We were delighted to have 
with us Hope and Elliott 
“Corky” Ridge, ~59, from 
Hillsville. As you can see at 
left, they are looking good! 


SRensor FR 
MAJOR SPONSOR - SaFeWay, INC. 


TABLE SPONSORS 
BLaine Clarke, “72 
MagoWan FOuNdation 
GodLoe Saunders, 57 
Luke Snyder, 60 


HALF TABLE SPONSORS 
AdvantuS GtrategieS (Bud Oakey, “70) 
Gordon Metz, 68 
Roger MeSSickK, 52 
BILL Mevey, 60 
Mid WaLLey PreSS (fue MeSSepfLey) 
Harry MorriSette RamSey (Clyde Ramsey, +9) 
Jorge Rovirosa, “71 
Mack Saunders, 50 
CHUCK WILLiaMS (RayMONd James) 
FraNK WiLLtaMSON, 60 
AL ZayaS, “72 
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BIG WINNER - The big winner for the night was 
Tia Haleamau, the daughter of Karl, ‘71. She 
ended the evening with two million "Funny 
Money" dollars which she traded for $300 US. 
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Executive Director Crysta Stephenson is there to help Frank 
Williamson, ‘60, as he announces the high bids at the Silent 
Auction during Casino Night. 
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AMA’s Headquarters Hotel 


* Motidou Sw 


Golf and Conference Center 


116 spacious rooms 
Two-line data port phones 
Golf packages, course on premises 
Indoor/outdoor pool 


Exercise facility 
Near AMA and the heart of Staunton 


Special rates for AMA alumni and friends who 
volunteer at the AMA Alumni House/Museum 


Route I-81, Exit 225 at Route 275 
Staunton, VA 24401 
540/248-6020 FAX 540/248-2902 
www.holiday-inn.com/staunonva 


East Hardy High School, WV saw its longtime baseball 
coach, Ray Snapp, win his 500" game in April. 


Award winning printing. 
Unbeatable customer service. 


FOUR-COLOR PRINTING 

FOUR-COLOR DIGITAL PRINTING 

DIE CUTTING 

FOLDING 

FOIL STAMPING 

EMBOSSING 

BINDING & PACKAGING 

AUTOMATED COLLATING & STITCHING 


SERVICES 


FULL SERVICE ART DEPARTMENT 
MAILING 
FULFILLMENT. 


Let us help you get a standing ovation on your next print project. 


MID VALLEY PRESS 


inia 24482 
midvalleypress.com 


x 998 © Verona 

00) 24 6 

(540) 248-5300 
www.midvalleypress.com 


Po: 
Fax: (540) 248 


Pentecostal Church 
won’t be selling AMA 
any time soon, says 
Pastor Cunningham 


The Virginia District of the United 
Pentecostal Church will not be putting 
the AMA buildings and grounds up for 
sale any time soon, according to 
Reverend Jack Cunningham. 

Only if "we get an offer we can't 
refuse, one that is well above the 
property’s market value, would we 
sell," says Cunningham. The property 
is assessed at $3.8 million, according 
to Augusta County tax records. 

Cunningham says his members 
“love the pastoral tract of land and we 
are not anxious to sell it at this point. 
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Short of someone stepping up with an REMEMBERING TOMMY - The Hospitality Tent at the 2011 Reunion, so 
above appraisal offer, we won't be lovingly cared for by Tommy Simmons during many reunions, was dedicated 
selling.” to his memory. It was hard to imagine Tommy’s not being there to pour a 
TO drink and extend a greeting. Gordon Metz, ‘68, chats with Sarah Blackwell 
Councill wins VISA card behind the bar as Mark Femrite, ‘71, passes by with a fresh brew. 


When Reunion 2011 ended. Jim 
Councill, 49, was one of those who 
completed a reunion evaluation form. 
A couple of weeks after the reunion, a 
drawing was held from all evaluations 
turned in and Jim's name was picked. 
A $50 VISA gift card was immediately 
on the way to him in San Antonio. 
Congratulations, Jim, and thanks to 
you and Mary Alice for all you do to 
make each reunion a success. 

For years, Jim and Mary Alice have 
helped set up and run registration at 
each reunion. Thanks again! 


SAFEWAY AND ITS FAMILY OF FOOD RETAILERS ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF 
CASINO NIGHT AT THE ANNUAL AMA REUNIONS 


Carr's oF ALASKA, CASA LEY, DOMINICK'S, GENUARDIS, RANDALLS, PAK “N SAVE, 
PAVILLIONS, TOM THUMB AND VONS 


AFEWAY (9 


CASINO NIGHT 
NEGOTIATIONS - 
Mike Kidd, ‘72, and 
Classmate Blaine 
Clarke buying 
some tickets from 
Frank Williamson, 
‘60, who was, as 
usual, the Pit Boss 
on Casino Night. 
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SEMPER FI AND SHIP AHOY- Debbie and BG Larry 
Nicholson, ‘75, enjoyed the reunion with their long- 
time friend Dr. Mary DeCredico, Professor of History 
at the US Naval Academy and a trustee of the AMA 
Alumni Foundation. 


OLE FUZZY FACE - Sherri and Mark Femrite, ‘71, 
former First Captain, at a reunion event. Mark is busy 
these days as a Civil War reenactor on this, the 150" 
anniversary of that great conflict. 


BUCKEYES - George Mineff, ‘77, came down from 
Rocky River, Ohio with his son, Nick, and his friend, 
Morgan. 


A YEAR APART - Phyllis and Paul Poluito, ‘73, with 
Sara and Al Zayas, ‘72 enjoy the reunion. 
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THE 70's 
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BANQUET NIGHT - Ralph Veney, ‘78, and his wife, 
Joy, on their way to the Friday Awards Banquet. 


IN UNIFORM - Billy Sturgis, ‘75, in his Roller Rifles 
uniform with his daughter, Rachel. 


Howard Rosenthal, ‘68, with Army 
Golden Knight Mike Elliott. 


We have multiple reasons for thanking American Airlines 
and Senior Vice President Tom DelValle, ‘73. American 
invites service people in uniform to board first and gives 
them other amenities. For many years, American has 
provided the AMA Silent Auction with sets of Tourist and 
First Class tickets. At this year’s reunion, American had 
special fares for those flying in to one of several area 
airports and there was a connected benefit if you rented an 
Avis car. And it was American Airlines that brought to the 
reunion the Fallen Soldier portrait presentation and the 
visit by the Army Golden Knights parachutists. We have 
given Tom a plaque to honor what they do but that is a 
small and inadequate way of saying thank you to Tom and 
American. Truly, they do what they do best! 


Larry (Thiel) Milano 
came to the reunion 
to see his class- 
mate from 1960, 
Jorge Rovirosa. 
Larry was BC his 
senior year. He lives 
in Northern Virginia. 


Luke Snyder, °60, had 
a big surprise at the 
reunion when his son 
and daughter showed 
up unannounced. 
Amy and Luther were 
there to see their Dad 
receive an Alumni 
Medal for his services 
to AMA. 


Manuel Balbis, °53, 
spent 16 years with 
Firestone in Rome. 
Peter Vallone, 60, 
and he communi- 
cated — in English? 
Spanish? Italian? 


¢ Small classes 


* Nationally recog- 
nized JROTC 
program 
¢ Varsity sports for 
all cadets 
* Superior classroom 
technology 
© 100% college 
acceptance 


*Rolling Admission 


Academics, 
Structure 
Long Time Rivals - Partners for the Future and 
Give your son or grandson the same opportunity Camaraderie 
at Fishburne Military School that you enjoyed at for Boys in 
Augusta Military Academy. Visit rs rae a 
www.fishburne.org or call 800.946.7773 


AWARD NIGHT - Above, President Rovirosa and 
Foundation Chairman Williamson present a clock to 
Goodloe Saunders, ‘57, for his long and faithful service 
to AMA. Below, Rovirosa presents a clock to Becky 
(Mrs. Garry, ‘71) Granger for her leadership of the 
Ladies of AMA and for her efforts to produce that 
wonderful AMA cookbook. Bottom, Rovirosa and 
Williamson present a plaque to Luke Snyder, ‘60, for 
his service as Vice President and Founder’s Day 
Chairman. Bottom, left, President Rovirosa thanks Ben 
Zinkhan, ‘60, for his service on the Alumni Association 
Board. 


MUSIC MAKERS - Bud Oakey, 
‘70, sounded the bugle calls at 
many reunion events while 
Bagpiper Russ Kohrs played 
sweet and emotional music for 
the wonderful Fallen Soldier 
presentation. 
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Nancy (Mrs. Bobby, ‘48) Rhea lays a rose in memory 
of her husband who passed away 2 March 2011. 


Gordon Metz, ‘68 
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Virginia Hallock, Tommy Roller’s niece, places a rose 
on Tommy’s paver. He died 29 July 2010. 


alumnus or 


Linda Sheffey, who Tommy Simmons called his "soul 
mate," and Tommy’s son, Phil, place Tommy’s rose. 
Tommy passed away 24 February 2011. 
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They have Heard thetr last Caps. Listed here are those whose deaths 


have been reported to us since Reunion 2010. Some passed away several years ago 
but have just been reported to us. May they rest in eternal peace. 


Hubert H. Parker, ‘24 


Judge Arthur Williams Sinclair, 33 


Dr. Ernest Sproul, “33 

Arthur Rubin, “34 

George Edwin Adam, °35 
Thomas Antrim Roller, “36 
Robert Sidney Broocks, 37 
Colonel Robert Reisacher, “38 
MG Charles "Bud" Ryder, °38 
John Cort, “42 

William Knox, “42 

Loy Collingwood, “43 

Taylor Copping, °43 

William S. Larner, “43 

Judge Kenneth Glaser, Jr., “43 
Leonard Wilson, “43 

Rolando Granda, “44 
Edward "Sonny" Huntsberry, “44 
Robert Moyer, “44 

George R. Wong, °44 

Robert Lloyd Bloomberg, “45 
Willard Finney, “45 

Marvin Z. Osheroff, ~45 


Larimer V. Stanley, “45 
Charles Melvin Blair, Sr., “47 
BG C. Robert Bradford, “47 
Garland Hutchinson, “47 


Samuel W. Neff, -47 
Glenn C. Reynolds, Jr., “47 

Robert "Bobby" Rhea, ~ 
illiam MacGregor Harris, “48 
J. Thomas Jones, “48 
Charles Milton Gallier, “49 
Leonard Pondfield, ‘49 
Adrian "Abey" Dabney, °51 
Charles "Hap" Starr, “51 
Edward L. Mohler, “53 
Thomas "Tommy" Simmons, ~53 
H. Terry Duval, °54 
Nicholas Crump, “56 
Warren Kyger, 59 
Robert Edward Watts, “63 
Barry Riddle, “65 
Donald "Pete" Dogoli, 67 
Lloyd Matty, 68 
John Warren, “68 

Raymond Leslie Schreiner, II, ~ 
Joseph Ireland, ~70 
Charles "Chuck" Minor, *70 
Griffith Lohman, ~72 
Sheldon Scott Gilliam, ~76 
Chris Seale, “83 


Faculty 
Captain Robert T. Saunders 
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Above is the Chairman's Round Table Honor Roll. The people 
on this list have pledged to give $1,000 a year for five 
years to support the AMA Alumni Foundation's work — 
the AMA Museum, our AMA Legacy Scholarships and 
The Bayonet Their pledge enables us to plan for the 
future and we are much in their debt. 


Won't you consider joining the Chairman's Round 
Table? $83 a month comes out to about $1,000 a 
year. Or $250 a quarter. Your check. Your debit or 
credit card. However you want to do it, PLEASE DO IT! 


Contact any AMA Foundation Trustee or our Executive Director 
Crysta Stephenson to sign up. AugustaMilitaryAcademy@verizon.net 
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A tax-free IRA deduction? Yes! 


If you are 70% or older, you now can donate to the AMA 
Alumni Foundation from your IRA without Uncle Sam taking a 
cut. Congress has reinstated a law which expired two years ago 
that lets you donate to a nonprofit or charity without any tax 
penalty. 

Normally when you take money out of an IRA, you will owe a 
tax on that withdrawal. Any amount you take out increases your 
adjusted gross income (AGI) and can cause your deductions to 
phase out or cause your Social Security benefits to be taxed. 
This was true in the past even if you gave all the money you 
withdrew to charity. 

Many retirees do not itemize and thus they are taxed on their 
charitable giving without being able to take a tax deduction if the 
gift was less than their standard deduction. Having your AGI 
increase has other consequences in that medical expenses and 
miscellaneous deductions must exceed a percentage of your 
AGI. Increasing your AG! means that you may no longer be able 
to take these deductions. 

Now, under the new law, taxpayers 70% or older can donate 
up to $100,000 from their IRAs directly to a nonprofit such as the 
AMA Alumni Foundation. The amount of the contribution is 
excluded from taxable income so it won't artificially inflate AGI 
and add a new tax burden. 

You are normally required to withdraw a certain amount from 
your IRA account each year. This required minimum distribution 
can be satisfied by giving the money to a nonprofit. And you 
don't have to be a millionaire to take advantage of this new law. 
Let's say that you are required to take $10,000 out of your IRA 
in 2011. Transfer any or all of it to our Foundation or some other 
nonprofit and this could be enough to keep your Social Security 
from being taxed. If your IRA has both before-tax and after-tax 
dollars, you can save even more by giving. Give away the dollars 
in your IRA that carry the highest tax liability! 

Transfers must be made directly from your IRA or a check 
must be made out to the AMA Foundation or some other 
nonprofit. Talk with your tax counselor to see if this is a good 
idea for you. The IRS does not even need to be notified of what 
you are doing but your tax preparer must note the transfer when 
you file your return next year. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


A Law Firm engaged in the general practice of law. Specializing in 
Criminal Defense, Family Law, Automobile/Personal Injury, Worker's 
Compensation, Immigration issues, Wills, Estates, Creditor’s claims, 
Debtor's rights, including Bankruptcy. 


dohn T. Bell °54 


Bell Tower Building 
101 West Jefferson Street 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
Phone: (301) 762-1717 
Fax: (301) 279-7755 


A POWERFUL ADVANTAGE 


f your business does business with government, 

you need to be doing business with Advantus 

Strategies. To open doors, to tell your story, to 
work hand in hand with you as you enter a market, 
to represent your clients, or fo manage your or your 
clients' interests. 


BUSINESS TO GOVERNMENT CONSULTING 
We help clients develop, improve, operate and 
manage all business aspects related to 
government contracting and partnerships. 


LOBBYING AND ADVOCACY 

We enable clients to be more pro-active with 
public policy matters through our legislative and 
executive branch policy, law and rule making 
expertise. 


ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT 

We provide turn-key solutions designed to lower 
overhead costs and to improve _ services for 
governing boards and organizational members. 


With more than a century of collective bipartisan 
government insider experience, the team of 
professionals at Advantus Strategies gives you a 
powerful advantage. Put it fo work for you and 
your business. 


Advantus 


STRATEGIES, LLC 


Our clients do business with government. 


We make it easier.™ 


CONTACT: 


Bud Oakey, Managing Director 
Advantus Strategies, LLC 
1011 East Main Street, Suite 400 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
804-228-4500 
e-mail: boakey@advaniusstrategies.com 
www.AdvantusSirategies.com 
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The Augusta Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. 


Board of Trustees = 2011-2012 


Date after name indicates year three-year term is up 


~ Chairman 
Bob Bradford, *50 (2013) 


Folsom, California 


Secretary/Treasurer 
Bill Mariner, “60 (2014) 
Ocean City, Maryland 


Dr. Mary DeCredico (2012) 
US Naval Academy 
Annapolis, Maryland 


Garry Granger, *71 (2012) 
Double Oak, Texas 


Roger Messick, *52 (2014) 
Prescott, Arizona 


Gordon Metz, ~68 (2013) 
Martinsville, Virginia 


Bud Oakey, *70 (2012) 
Richmond, Virginia 


Jorge Rovirosa, *70 * 
President, AMA Alumni Assn 
Miami, Florida 


Chuck Williams ** 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 


Frank Williamson, “60 (2014) 
Richmond, Virginia 


* Ex officio ** Ex offiio, non-voting 


The Augusta Military Academy Alumni Association, Inc. 


Board of Directors - 2011-2012 


Date after name indicates year three-year term is up 


President 
Jorge Rovirosa, *70 


Miami, Florida (2014) 


Vice President 
Blaine Clarke, ~72 (2014) 
Germantown, Maryland 


Secretary 
Steve Trent, *70 (2014) 
Suffolk, Virginia 


Treasurer 
Bill Mariner, “60 * 
Ocean City, Maryland 


Chaplain 
Frank Spencer, *49 (2012) 
Waynesboro, Virginia 


Phil Bentley, *83 (2013) 


Hummelstown, Pennsylvania 


Bob Bradford, *50 (2012) 


Folsom, California 


Doug Carter, °72 (2013) 
Staunton, Virginia 


Dave Conrad, “59 (2012) 
Keysville, Virginia 


Mark Femrite, *71 (2013) 
Riner, Virginia 


Vicor Gomez, “69 (2013) 
Alexandria, Virginia 


Garry Granger, *71 (2014) 
Double Oak, Texas 


Bob Harris, ~54 (2012) 
Amherst, Virginia 


Paul Karch, *79 (2014) 
Deerfield Beach, Florida 


Bill Mariner, *60 (2014) 
Ocean City, Maryland 


Chris Meek, “84 (2013) 
Burgaw, North Carolina 


Roger Messick, °52 (2013) 
Prescott, Arizona 


Gordon Metz, “68 (2014) 
Martinsville, Virginia 


Bud Oakey, *70 (2014) 
Richmond, Virginia 


Doug Pennock, *72(2013) 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 


Clyde Ramsey, ~49 (2014) 
Fishersville, Virginia 


Rick Smail, *67 (2013) 
Park City, Utah 


Luke Snyder, “60 (2012) 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


Steve Traylor, *72 (2012) 
Germantown, Maryland 


Norvell West, *83 (2014) 


Roanoke, Virginia 


Rod Willey, °51 (2014) 
Fort Defiance, Virginia 


Frank Williamson, “60 (2012) 
Richmond, Virginia 


Al Zayas, *72 (2012) 
Key Biscayne, Florida 
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AMA 
Alumni 
Medals 


2011 


Doug Carter, ‘72 Judy and John Maragon, Fishburne 


Four receive Alumni Medals at Reunion 2011 


One attended AMA for only one year while one was an AMA cadet for seven years. One is a lady and the 
fourth was a graduate of Fishburne. These were the four recipients of the 2011 AMA Alumni Medals at the 
Awards Banquet during Reunion 2011. 


DOUG CARTER, °72, came to the rescue when Sergeant Joe Josephson passed away and has over the past 
year performed numerous good deeds for the Alumni Association and the Alumni Foundation. 

JOHN MARAGON graduated from Fishburne but has given generous support to AMA in many ways including 
underwriting the cost of bringing the entire FMS Corps of Cadets to the 2010 AMA Reunion. 

LUKE SNYDER, “60, has been a very faithful Vice President of the AMA Alumni Association and has turned the 
annual Founder's Day ceremony into one of the highlights of each reunion weekend. 

JOYCE ZINKHAN, the dedicated wife of Ben, “60, keeps the museum in great shape while altering the shapes 
of the museum volunteers with the epicurean delights she serves our museum docents and staff. 


The AMA Alumni Medal, created in 1999 at the suggestion of Harry Campbell, *70, is awarded annually to a select number 
of individuals who have earned praise for a monumental contribution to AMA or for myriad smaller contributions which add 
up to a major effort in AMA's behalf. 


Anyone is eligible to be 
nominated except those 
who are Alumni Associ- 
ation officers. 


Each Fall, nominations 
are requested and a 
committee of alumni 
judges select the medal 
winners for that year. 


Fifty-four AMA alumni 
and friends have earn- 
ed AMA Alumni Medals 
over the past 13 years. 


; 


Luke Snyder, ‘60 Joyce (Mrs. Ben, ‘60) Zinkhan 
with President Rovirosa with President Rovirosa 


54 Summer 2011 


At this time a year ago, we were mourning the passing of our dear friend, 
Sergeant Joe. 


And while thinking about how much we would miss him personally our 
thoughts had to turn to where we could look for someone to take his place 
in the rotation of museum volunteers. 


Up stepped Doug Carter from the Class of 1972 - a man who spent only 
one year at AMA. He played football at AMA and was coached by - you 


uessed it - Sergeant Joe. 
8 s 8 Doug Carter, 


1972 Recall 
Doug 


went on to play football at 
North Carolina State where 
his coach was Lou Holtz. 


Doug taught school in 
Staunton for 30 years and was 
the head football coach with a 
24-24-2 record over five 
years at Robert E. Lee High 
School. 


Everyone in the community 
knows and respects Doug. 


z= 


~~ \) io = He has taken Joe’s turn in the 
= _ —35 museum but he has done so 
much more than that. He 
worked very hard getting 
ready for the 2011 reunion and you could see samples of what he has accomplished everywhere 
you looked during the reunion weekend. 


ry 
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Doug Carter on duty in the AMA Museum 


In addition, working with our Executive Director Crysta Stephenson, Doug is bringing our 
archives collection up to date on the way to having our museum get accreditation... which will 
open the door for future grants. 


Crysta says that every cloud has a silver lining and Doug Carter is that silver lining. 


He showed up at the right time... took guests through the museum... raked leaves... rang up 
sales at the PX... and most of all... he kept coming back! 


The 2011 AMA Alumni Medal was awarded to Doug Carter from the Class of 1972, a friend 
indeed who showed up at a time of need. 


Doug Carter only went to AMA for one year. This 
medal winner didn’t go to AMA at all. 


In fact, he went to school at our arch athletic rival... 
Fishburne... yet there are few who have done so much 
for the AMA Foundation as John Maragon. 


Most in this room will remember our friend Mickey 
Gordon from the Class of 1939. 


It was Mickey who first invited John and his sweet 
wife Judy to an AMA alumni event. 


Few _ people 
did more to 
help us get our 
museum up 
and running 
than did John 


John Maragon gets his medal 


Maragon. from Bob Bradford, ‘50 


Duke Fancher said he wished he had a dozen AMA 
alumni who were as dedicated to the success of our 
museum as was and is John. 


The Maragons underwrote a room in the museum - the 
room where all of the athletic displays are exhibited. 


The year that the museum opened, John volunteered to 
bring the entire Fishburne Corps of Cadets over for the 
dedication. 


John wears his medal . 
That didn’t come to pass. 
But last year the entire Fishburne Corps WAS here to march on our Parade Ground in an 
impressive display of military correctness and John Maragon completely underwrote the cost 
for that selfless act. 


It was John who proposed the Fishburne-AMA alumni tennis tournaments which were played 
at each reunion - until some of our guys could no longer get get the ball over the net. 


Suffice it to say that if AMA has a need John is always there to help. 


A 2011 AMA Alumni Medal was awarded to AMA’s friend John Maragon. 
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Doug Carter went to AMA for one year. 


John Maragon didn’t go to AMA at all. 


Luke Snyder from the Class of 1960 was at AMA for seven years... his 


final year as Captain of the Band. 


The 1960 Recall said "An institution passes on when Luke graduates!" 


No one has shown more love for AMA than Luke Snyder and his dear 


wife, Anne. 


Luke Snyder, 
1960 Recall 


He has been very active in the alumni association for many years and despite his reputation for 


(/ 
w 


Luke Snyder, center, with 1960 classmates Bill McVey, left, 
and Frank Williamson, right. 


being rather tight-fisted with his money, 
he has been a very generous financial 
supporter of AMA. 


Luke is a member of both the Roller 
Society and the Chairman’s Roundtable. 


Luke is almost singlehandedly responsible 
for revamping our annual Founder’s Day 
ceremonies which are held each year at 
the Stone Church Cemetery. 


This once poorly attended affair is now 
one of the highlights of each reunion 


rs weekend and we owe that almost entirely 


to Luke’s commitment and to his limitless 
imagination. 


For several years, Luke has been Vice 


President of the Alumni Association and announced that he is giving up that post. 


We thank Luke sincerely for all that he has done these past years. 


Equally do we look forward to his continued active involvement with the alumni association. 


In awarding the medal, we extended a special thank you to Luke’s wife... Anne... who is one 
of the "Ladies of AMA" who did so much at the reunion. 


We thank her for this and for her many contributions in the past. 


The 2011 AMA Alumni Medal was awarded to Luke Snyder from the Class of 1960. 
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A 2011 AMA Alumni Medal went to a lady who has contributed thousands of things a year to 
our effort. 


Of course, she was never an AMA cadet but her husband was. He is Ben Zinkhan from the 
Class of 1960 and she is his devoted wife Joyce Zinkhan. 


What can you say about Joyce except that she is one of the most sincere Christian women you 
will ever meet. 


No opportunity to entertain an out of towner or to bring a culinary surprise to the museum 
volunteers escapes Joyce’s notice. She decided from day one that our museum should ever be 
spotless and she is the one who sees that it stays in pristine condition. 


Her energy seems unlimited 
even when she has had some 
health problems. The only 
time anyone has seen her 
upset was when she wasn’t 
physically able to cook up 
some goodies for some AMA 
or church event. 


Every year, she and Ben host 
all the museum volunteers at 
a breakfast which will have 
the mouths watering of any- 
one who has been to one of 
these functions! And then 
there are those fish fries. 


Joyce and Ida Spencer feed Joyce brings great joy to the Museum volunteers when she shows up with 
the VMI cadets when they a plate of her special homemade cookies! 

march through Fort Defiance 

on their way from Lexington to New Market to the Civil War Battleground at New Market. 


Joyce prepares Holiday wreaths for the museum... and floral displays for other events... and 
keeps the flowers looking fresh. 


Joyce’s love for her family... her church... her friends... and AMA is as natural and enduring 
as the daily sunrise. 


She is so essential to the morale of all of our volunteers. 


Mrs. Ben Zinkhan... Joyce Zinkhan... was presented the 2011 AMA Alumni Medal. 
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AMA Class of 1960 Legacy Scholarship, letter from Bill McVey 


Hello and best wishes to all of my 
fellow members of the AMA class of 
1960! It's amazing how often | think 
about our days at AMA; roommates, 
classes, sports, parades and other 
military activities, barracks _ life, 
Stuart Hall, etc! My guess is that 
virtually all of you do the same. And 
although our school is no longer 
active, the outstanding Alumni 
Association members are keeping 
its memory alive year after year 
after year. 

By unanimous comments from all 
of our alumni, the annual reunions 
get better every time. | hope many 
of you were able to attend the one 
just held this past April. Un- 
fortunately | wasn't able to, but had 
a wonderful e-mail from our class- 
mate Bud Allison who did travel 
from Austin, TX for it and he just 
couldn't say enough nice things 
about it and the folks who put it on! 

You probably know that four of our 
own 1960 classmates are deeply 
involved in the Alumni Association 
activities: Frank Williamson, Luke 
Snyder, Ben Zinkhan and Bill 
Mariner. 

1 would like to give you an update 
on the progress of the Class of '60 
Legacy Scholarship Fund we pro- 
posed before our 50" reunion in 
2010. | am very happy to report that 
a number of our classmates have 
made pledges, so the Fund is in fact 
in place and is receiving contribu- 
tions! 

The following is the content of the 
letter we delivered to the Alumni 
Association at the 2010 reunion: 

"On behalf of the members of the 
Class of 1960, we are pleased to 
present to the Augusta Military 
Academy Alumni Foundation our 
intent to raise sufficient funds during 
the next several years to be able to 
fully endow one of the $2,000 AMA 
Legacy Scholarships awarded each 
year. Until such time as the principal 
reaches this level, individual contri- 
butions will be kept as separate line 
items in the general ledger tagged 
as Class of 1960 funds. The annual 


interest earned may be used to help 
fund other annual AMA Legacy 
Scholarships. Once the fund 
principal is sufficient to yield annual 
interest of $2000, these funds will 
be put into a separate endowment 
fund, and from that point forward, 
one of the annual Legacy Scholar- 
ships will be named the AMA Class 
of 1960 Legacy Scholarship. 

"We are very pleased to an- 
nounce that of this date (April 22, 
2010), having presented this pro- 
posal to our classmates just six 
months ago, we have already raised 
$7,500 toward the estimated goal of 
$50,000. Since the primary purpose 
of this effort is to ensure the 
long-term memory of the Augusta 
Military Academy, we would be very 
pleased if this proposal is given 
wide publicity in our Bayonet and 
other AMA communications, both to 
recognize the efforts of the Class of 
1960 and also to challenge other 
classes to undertake similar pro- 
jects." 

I'm pleased to tell you that as of 
now the fund is at $8,500, and 
would like to remind you that if you 
prefer, anytime you make a contri- 
bution or pledge to AMA you can 
designate it to our 1960 Fund. 
These same contributions can at the 
same time be made in memory or 
honor of a loved one. Pledges can 
be made over any period you wish, 
an example might be to pledge $250 
a year for four years, $100 a year 
for five years, etc. It is entirely up to 
you. Simply advise our Executive 
Director Crysta Stephenson when 
you send in a contribution. 

It would be wonderful to reach 
$10,000 or maybe even $15,000 by 
the end of 2011. The only thing we 
don't want to do is take away dona- 
tions that you would normally send 
for the general operating expenses: 
those funds are still needed as well. 

Wishing you all a very happy and 
healthy 2011. 


Bill UcVey. ~60 


New Foundation chair 


Following the resignation of Frank 
Williamson, “60 as Chairman of the 
AMA Alumni Foundation, the trustees 
have elected Bob Bradford, °50, to fill 
the post until the April 2012 trustee 
meeting during next year's reunion. 

Williamson will remain a trustee. 


Reunion 2012 will 
mark the Civil War 


Sesquicentennial 

AMA's 2012 reunion will honor the 
150" anniversary of the Civil War, the 
participation in that great conflict by 
AMA's founder Professor Charles S. 
Roller, Sr. and how the aftermath of 
the war was the genesis for the found- 
ing of Augusta Military Academy. 

Tentative plans call for an encamp- 
ment by Civil War reenactors on the 
AMA campus during the reunion and 
a motor coach tour of nearby Civil 
War battlefields. 

The plans for Founder's Day include 
the portrayal of Professor Roller as he 
describes his experiences during four 
years of war with JEB Stuart's Cavalry 
from just after First Manassas until 
Appomattox. 

A Saturday luncheon speaker will 
talk about the impact of the war on 
the Shenandoah Valley. 

The 2012 reunion will be held 19-21 
April with the Holiday Inn in Staunton 
as the headquarters hotel. 


Marsh from page 33 


When you look at this brochure of all 
these people - and today we will pay 
honor to an outstanding soldier who was 
killed in Afghanistan - look at their faces 
- in cadet uniforms - and they look so 
young. They were young, they were 
confident; they had ambition and goals. 
They have captured youth. 

They died in youth so that we might 
grow old. The British said, "They shall 
not grow old as we who are left grow 
old; the years will not weary them nor 
age condemn. In the morning sun, we 
shall remember them." ms 8 8 


Bobby" Rhea, 
‘47, has passed away 


Robert Lewis Rhea, known far and wide as Bobby, 
passed away at his home on Staunton on 2 March. 

For years, Bobby had done countless hours of pro bono 
legal work for the Alumni Association and later, the AMA 
Alumni Foundation. 

In fact, he was a 
key player in the 
establishment of the 
Foundation which was 
created to satisfy IRS 
requirements about 
the deductibility of 
contributions on 
Federal tax forms. 

At age nine, Bobby, 
the youngest of ten 
children, came to 
Staunton and was 
raised by his uncle. 
He graduated from 


Bridgewater College 
and received an LLD Cadet Bobby Rhea, 
degree from. the 1947 Recall 


Washington and Lee 

School of Law in 

1958. He thereafter practiced law in Staunton until he 
retired in 2003. 

From 1964 until 1969, he served as the Common- 
wealth’s Attorney for Augusta County. 

Rhea was a longtime member of the First Presbyterian 

Church in Staunton where he served as both an elder and 
a trustee. He was a member of the Board of Directors of 
Thornrose Cemetery, a charter member of the Staunton- 
Augusta Rotary Club (where he was honored as both a 
Paul Harris and Skelton Fellow) and served on the local 
board of Virginia National Bank, Sovern Bank and Bank of 
nerica. 
At AMA, Bobby was Second Lieutenant in Headquarters 
ompany, on the Honor Committee, the fencing team and 
e 150 pound football team. He marched in the Roller 
Rifles, played company basketball and was President of the 
356 Club. 

He went out for track and tennis and played company 
softball. Rhea was a member of the Monogram Club for 
three years. The 1947 Recall said: "Bobby just grew up 
with the school. His presence in Headquarters Company 
helped make it what it has been the past three years. Too 
small to play varsity football, he starred on the 130 and 
150 pound teams. In the winter, he was a deciding factor 
in helping our sabre team come through when points were 
needed.” 

Rhea went on the Alumni Association Board in 1977. He 
served as Chairman of the By-laws Committee during which 
time many changes to the organizational structure were 
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At the 2008 AMA reunion, this is Bobby with Colonei 
Mal Livick. 


made. He served as a trustee when the AMA Alumni 
Foundation was created and has been a judge for the 
Sports Hall of Fame since it began. 

In 1981 when the school was still open, Bobby was a 
trustee and was on the committee which explored a merger 
between SMA and AMA. 

In honoring Bobby's membership in the Roller Society, 
Gordon Metz, “68, said that “the fact we are all here today 
is because of Bobby Rhea. | worked with him for many 
years on things to do with AMA and we became good 
friends. | will miss him as will all of our alumni, many of 
whom are unaware of his quiet behind-the-secenes contri- 
butions to our school and its heritage.” 

Each year at AMA reunions, Bobby joined the golfers for 
a day on the links. Mickey Toms, °67, recalls that “Bobby 
had a joke for every occasion. He really entertained us 
while we played. Everyone really liked him." 


played every year in the AMA Open, including at the 
2010 reunion. That’s him kneeling in front of this line- 
up of duffers. 
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The 


NEW MEMBER 


Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70 


ACTIVE 
Colonel Mal Livick 
Linda Roller Livick 
John Maragon, Fishburne 
Noelle Nicholson 
Tina Shafer 
Donald Studer 
Mel Alper, ‘39 
Frank Shultz, ‘41 
Angus Hines, ‘42 
Tex Mahone, ‘42 
Edward Leventen, ‘46 
Ernest Click, ‘48 
Hal Walters, ‘48 
Ed Chauncey, ‘49 
Jim Councill, ‘49 
Clyde Ramsey, ‘49 
John Shirley, ‘49 
Frank Spencer, ‘49 
Ida Spencer 
Bob Bradford, ‘50 


The Roller Society honors those who give to the AMA 


Nancy Bradford 
Tommy Clements, ‘50 
Jim Starnes, ‘50 
Richard Young, ‘50 
Rod Willey, ‘51 

Roger Messick, ‘52 
Tommy Mitchell, ‘52 
John Bell, ‘54 

Bob Harris, ‘54 
Goodloe Saunders, ‘57 
Duke Fancher, ‘58 
Dave Conrad, ‘59 
Elliott Ridge, ‘59 
George Holt, ‘60 

Bill McVey, ‘60 

Luke Snyder, ‘60 

Bob White, ‘60 

Frank Williamson, ‘60 
Beverly Williamson 
Ben Zinkhan, ‘60 
Andrew Campbell, ‘61 
Mac Coiner, ‘62 

Rob Overly, ‘62 


Ray Sanchez, ‘63 
Greg Pearce, ‘65 
John Botcheller, ‘67 
Nancy Botcheller 
Steve Matton, ‘67 
Mac McInnis, ‘67 
Jeff Schroeder, ‘67 
Rick Smail, ‘67 
Gordon Metz, ‘68 
Victor Gomez, ‘69 
John Henderson, ‘69 
Charles Pascale, ‘69 
Nick Syropoulos, ‘69 
Scott Travers, ‘70 
Steve Trent, ‘70 
Garry Granger, ‘71 
Willis Walker, ‘71 
Bruce Crum, ‘72 
Mark Femrite, ‘72 
Lewie Kennett, ‘72 
Doug Pennock, ‘72 
P. J. Thomson, ‘72 
Al Zayas, ‘72 


The way in which we hope to keep the name of Augusta Military Academy 
alive after our lifetimes is with proceeds from the Roller Society. If you have 
questions, please talk with one of the AMA Alumni Foundation trustees or 
contact the museumat 540/248-3007 or augustamilitaryacademy@verizon.net 


Alumni Foundation after their lifetimes. It is on the 
shoulders of these dedicated heroes that AMA's future 
will be built. Funding the AMA and VMI Scholarships, 
maintaining and improving our AMA Museum and 
supporting the printing and mailing of The Bayonet. 


The Roller Society logo, left, infers that your gift will keep 
on giving, echoing over the years, enabling us to 
repeatedly fund the programs that define who we are, 
assuring that your name will be remembered long after 
you are gone. 


Members of the 


as of 10 June ZO 


Tom DelValle, ‘73 
Gary Gertz, 75 
Chris Meek, ‘84 


DECEASED 

Hilton Roller Grasty 

Dolores H. Toombs 

Joseph Salicrup, ‘31 

Tom Roller, ‘36 

Mickey Gordon, ‘39 

Jack Jansing, ‘43 

Herb McCawley, ‘43 

Robert Spilman, ‘45 

Carroll Knicely, ‘46 

Bobby Rhea, ‘47 

Paul Bratton, ‘48 

H. D. "Buddy" Deane, ‘48 

Bill Harris, ‘48 

Jeanne (Mrs. Clyde, ‘49) 
Ramsey 

John Morris, ‘49 

Tommy Simmons, ‘53 

Terry Snow, ‘58 

Gary Nicholson, ‘70 
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Please report deaths and 
ilinesses of AMA alumni, 
faculty and friends to the 
AMA Chaplain 
Frank Spencer, 49 
506 Old Charleston Road 
Waynesboro, VA 22980 
540/943-2633 
FrankSpencer53@gmail.com 


Dr. Richard Coffman Shrum, ‘33 
27 April 2011, Charlottesville, 96. 
Graduate of Bridgewater College and 
UVa Medical School. Medical Corps, 
US Army serving with 24" Infantry 
Division in The Philippines as battalion 
surgeon. In the Army of Occupation in 
Japan, he was responsible for medical 
facilities in Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 
Combat Medical Badge and Bronze 
Star. Chief of Surgery, US Army Hospi- 
tal, Fort Leavenworth. Last duty 
assignment was Chief of Surgery, 2" 
Field Hospital, Munich, Germany. Re- 
tired from USAR as full colonel. Solo 
practice of general surgery in Charlottes- 
ville until he retired in 1985. Fellow, 
American College of Surgeons. On the 
visiting staff, University of Virginia 
Hospital. President, Medical Staff, 
Martha Jefferson Hospital. Survived by 
two sons, Dr. Joseph Shrum of New 
Orleans and Dr. John Richard Shrum 
of Charlottesville; four grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchildren. At AMA: 
Track, swimming, Band Company. Re- 
ported by Colonel Mai Livick. 


Judge Arthur W. Sinclair, ‘33 
25 February 2011, at home in 
Manassas, 96. Washington and Lee 
University and Georgetown University 
School of Law. Practiced law in his 
hometown, Manassas, entering his 


father’s law firm. Joined the Army in 
1943 in the Judge Advocate General 
Corps. Founding member of the Prince 
William County Bar Association. Town 
Attorney, Manassas. Became youngest 
Virginia Circuit Court Judge at age 35 
being sworn into office by his father in 
1950 Retired in 1980 as longest serv- 
ing judge in the State and served as a 
substitute judge until age 90. Founding 
member, Evergreen Country Club. First 
President, Prince William County His- 
torical Preservation Foundation. A 
Master Mason, he had been a member 
of the Masonic Lodge for 69 years. 
Survived by his wife, Emily Peters 
Maroon Sinclair. At AMA: Tiger 
basketball. 


Edward "Sonny" Huntsberry, ‘44 
in McKinney, TX, no date reported, 84. 
Brother Bob was in the Class of 1947. 
At AMA: rifle team. 


Robert Lloyd Bloomberg, ‘45 
2008, in Rockville, MD. No other 
details. At AMA: A Company. 


Charles Melvin Blair, ‘47 
23 February 2011, Waynesboro, 82. 
Avid supporter of University of Virginia 
athletics. Survived by his two sons, 
Charles, Jr. of Baton Rouge, LA and 
Kevin of Atlanta; four daughters, 
Sharon Rogers of Waynesboro, 
Patricia Massie of Lynchburg, Vickie 
Stover of Waynesboro and Kathy Flynn 
of Tucson, AZ; 15 grandchildren and 
16 great grandchildren. At AMA: Foot- 
ball, basketball, baseball, A Company. 


Garland M. Hutchison, ‘47 
13 November 2010, cancer, Verona. At 
AMA: Private, A Company. 


Robert Lewis “Bobby” Rhea, ‘47 
Reported by Colonel Mal Livick. 
(story on page 59) 


Colonel William P. Grace, Ill, “50 
18 May 2011, in Boise, ID, 78. A West 
Pointer, Colone! Grace won the Beebe 
Award as the outstanding Army fencer. 
He was commissioned in the infantry, 
had a tour in Vietnam as an advisor, 
commanded a battalion and went into 
military intelligence. He retired as the 
Director for intelligence in the Office of 
the Assistant Chief of Staff at the 
Pentagon. For seven years after he 
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Judge Sinclair, 
1933 Recall 


Ed Huntsberry, 
1944 Recall 


Garland 
Hutchison, 
1947 Recall 


Colonel William 
Grace, 
1950 Recall 


retired, he worked on classified pro- 
jects for GE, then he and his wife, Gail, 
went into the Christian ministry working 
with the elderly, homeless and people 
with addictions. They went to San 
Antonio in April to attend a West Point 
Class of 1954 reunion where Bill 
became ill. He traveled home to Idaho, 
entered the hospital and passed away 
there. He is survived by his wife, Gail, 
to whom he was married for 49 years; 
two daughters, Dr. Laura Grace and 
Lisa Grace Stevens; four grandchild- 
ren; and a sister. At AMA: Sergeant 
First Class, C Company; Honor Roll; 
Roller Rifles; Beta Club; Bayonet and 
Recall staffs; YMCA Cabinet; lacrosse; 
fencing; Tiger football. 


Edward L. Mohler, ‘53 
12 September 2010, at home in 
Lexington, VA, 78. Rockbridge County 
school bus driver after retiring from 
Bluebird East after 21 years of service. 
Golden Spur, Knights of Pythias. 
Pilgrim Degree, Loyal Order of the 
Moose Lodge 1700. Survived by his 
children Lou Hassler of Lexington, 
Bonita Bifulco of Lynchburg, Edward, 
Jr. of Lynchburg, Jeff of Lexington, Kim 
Maguire of Norfolk and Teresa Belcher 
of Haymarket, VA; a sister, Betty Mack 
of Bay Shore, NY; twelve grandchildren. 
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Thomas "Tommy" Simmons, “53 
(story on page 31) 


John Marshall 
Warren, “68 
18 September 
1990, 43. Served 
in Vietnam as a 
crew chief and 
mini-gunner of a 
Huey. At AMA: 
Mess Hall 
Sergeant, Head- 
quarters 
Company; JV 
football; Privilege 
List. Reported by 
Stephen Craig 


John Marshall 
Warren, 
1968 Recall 


Lewis, 67. 


Raymond L. Schreiner, Ill, “69 
3 April 2011, at home in Culpeper, 57. 
Newport News Shipbuilding Company 
for ten years. Returning to Richmond, 
his birthplace, he worked with Great 
Atlantic Property Management, United 
Dominion Realty Trust, Chelsea 
Square Apartments and Alliance Resi- 
dential Management. Moved to 
Culpeper in 
2004 employed 
by Drucker and 
Falk, LLC. 
Lover of 
motorcycles, 
music from 
Vivaldi to 
Maiden, 
devoted 
husband and 
grandfather. 
Survived by his 
wife and 6" 
grade sweet- 
heart Elizabeth 
"Betsy" Schreiner; his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Schreiner, Jr. of Richmond; 
sisters, Leslie Theisen of Greeley, CO, 
Alice Beachy of Glen Allen, VA and 
Barbara Webstar of North Platte, NE; 
two stepchildren, Alice Simanson of 
Great Falls, VA and Jefferson Hebler 
of Fairfax; and three step-grand- 
children. At AMA: Sergeant First Class, 
acting 1“ lieutenant, JV basketball, 
football, Honor Roll, Roller Rifles, 
Privilege List. 
Reported by Lew Mundin, °53 . 


Ray Schreiner, 
1969 Recall 


Sheldon Scott Gilliam, ©76 

25 February 2011, Winchester Medical 
Center, 52. 
Attended Ferrum 
College, 
Piedmont 
Community 
College and the 
University of 
Virginia. Survived 
by his mother 
and stepfather, 
lan and Carole |» 
Alice Calder of 
Winchester; a 
brother, Carlton 
Clay Gilliam, 
‘77, and three sisters, Sara D'Amato of 
Virginia Beach, Laura Ann Gilliam of 
Front Royal and Mary Elizabeth Gilliam 
of Asheville, NC. He was preceded in 
death by his father, Ron Gilliam, and 
one brother, Rod, who did not attend 
AMA. Reported by Jim Mitchell, *76, 
a pallbearer at Scotty's funeral. 


Scotty Gilliam, 
1975 Recall 


Christopher B. Seale, *80 
April 2010, in Baltimore, MD. No de- 
tails. Seale was the Director of the 
Johns Hopkins University Hospital in 
Baltimore. Reported by George 
Donnelly, 82. 


Polly Webb Agnor 

25 March 2011, age 91, at the Stuarts 
Draft Retirement Community between 
Waynesboro and Staunton. Daughter 
of Colonel Wilfred Webb who taught 
English at AMA 1924-42 and 1969-71. 
Alumni will remember her as the dance 
partner of Colonel "Doc" Savedge at 
many AMA cotillions. 


EMORIAL DAY and the 
FOURTH OF JULY are 35 
days apart this year. 

These are times of remembrance 
when we should recall the sacri- 
fice of all who proudly wore our 
nation's cloth, a time to reflect on 
the comfort to be found within 
our families and to remember the 
lives of fallen heroes lost to us. 

Our fallen remain steadfast to 
the legacy they inherited. They 
represent our nation's best and 
brightest. We are deeply indebted 
to everyone who has ever served 
in the military. 

Their devotion to duty is be- 
yond question and the valor of the 
fallen is proven as is that of the 
families who daily experience 
their loss. 

May their example constantly 
enrich our lives and may they 
inspire us to face our own 
challenges with similar skill and 
determination. 

We owe them nothing less. 


ils T tT 


As we went to press, we learned 
of the death in Staunton of Jim 
Bowman, ‘50, on 7 June 2011.A 
full write-up and photo will 
appear in the Fall issue of The 
Bayonet. 


Have you been thinking about how to 
remember a classmate or friend 
or honor someone you love? 


Consider purchasing a paver stone for installation in front of the AMA 
Museum with the name you want — laser engraved into the brick. 


Every visitor to the AMA campus makes a stop to read these pavers and 
each reading of the paver honors the one you want to remember or to 


whom you want to pay tribute. 


You can simultaenously pay tribute to someone important in your life and 
helb AMA at the same time. Order form on page 18. 


Dead four years after AMA 


Abelardo Aguiar, 
by a Fidel Castro 


By Ruth (Mrs. Howard, ‘68) Rosenthal 


The e-mail to AMA Alumni Association Web- 
master B.J. D'Orsay, °70, began, "My name is 
Maggie Aguiar. | am the proud sister of 
Abelardo Aguiar who was born in Cuba and 
attended Augusta Military Academy from 1953 
to 1957.” Maggie proceeded to tell B.J. about 
the brother who graduated from AMA and died 
four years later before a firing squad. B.J. 
immediately passed the e-mail on to Jorge 
Rovirosa, -70, Bob Bradford, “50, and our 
Executive Director Crysta Stephenson. Be- 
cause nobody had heard from Abelardo "Bill" 
Aguiar for over fifty years, everyone was eager 
to learn more. 

Unfortunately, the circumstances surround- 
ing his silence were chilling. 

Abelardo Aguiar was born 2 May 1939 in 
Havana, Cuba. As a 
young boy, he was 
passionate about base- 
ball and loved to play it 
with his friends. Among 
the kids in the neighbor- 
hood he played with was 
Luis Tiant, who pitched 
for the Boston Red Sox 
in the "75 World Series. 
While Abelardo was 
growing up he also en- 
joyed the family farm, 
where he rode horses 
and played all kinds of 
outdoor games in the 
countryside with friends 
and family. 

After he finished his 
first education in Cuba in 
1954, his father decided to send him to AMA to develop 
character, learn important principles of freedom, and obtain 
an excellent education. Abelardo came from Havana to the 
rolling hills of Virginia in 1953, and became known as "Bill" 
to his classmates. His first year, he excelled at algebra and 
Spanish. His 1954 cadet record said, “Should work hard, 
for he has a good mind and can do well." 

He did well indeed, excelling at hard subjects like trig- 
onometry and geometry, making Sergeant First Class and 
joining the Roller Rifles and Fencing Team his second year. 
He continued with the Roller Rifles and fencing his third 
year, excelling in saber matches. The Recall from 1956 
states that “Augusta enjoyed one of its most successful 


Senior picture 


Abelardo Aguiar, 
1LT, B Company 
1957 Recall 
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‘57, executed 
firing squad 


fencing seasons by winning five of its six 
meets, losing only to the undefeated U.S. 
Naval Academy Plebes who have not lost a 
meet for ten years. The bright light of the 
season was the undefeated saber team 
fincluding Aguiar] which won against all 
opponents, including the Navy Plebes.” 

During Bill's senior year, he further sharpen- 
ed his fencing skills, continued marching with 
the award-winning Roller Rifles and maintain- 
ed very respectable grades, including a 92 
average in plane geometry. He earned First 
Lieutenant status in Company B and also 
joined the Rifle Team. 

The Recall from 1957 describes Abelardo 
Alfonso Aguiar as follows, although the writer 
may have meant to say "addicted" rather than 
"allergic": “Bill's one of the best boys who's 
come up from Cuba. Allergic to love, he talks constantly of 
the girls in Habana, but his real success has been at 
Fairfax Hall this year. He has sparked the fencing team to 
victory for the last three years. When Bill's not practicing 
fencing, loud noises of Latin tunes can be heard coming 
from the third stoop. We'll miss Bill and his "songs." " 

Back to Cuba 

After graduating in 1957, Abelardo went back to Cuba. 
During that time Cuba was going through a very difficult 
situation due to Batista's dictatorship regime. According to 
Maggie, violence and arrests were the norm and university 
life uncertain. Therefore, her brother decided to work for an 
American company instead of continuing his education. In 
1959 the Cuban revolution triumphed and everyone was 
relieved to find the dictator- 
ship finally had ended. The 
country believed in the 
change that this revolution 
was bringing. However, in 
just a few months, the 
situation in Cuba became 
chaotic and turned toward 
communism. The young 
people in Cuba rejected 
communist ideals and 
became the target of the 
revolution. Abelardo had 
joined a movement against 
the revolution and was 
distributing anti-communist 
propaganda and selling 
counter-revolutionary 
bonds. 


In his AMA room 
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AT LUNCH - Abelardo Aguiar’s sister, Maggie, joined a 
group of Cuban-American AMA alumni at a lunch in 
Miami. Standing, Ozzie Ferro, ‘53, and Al Zayas, ‘72, Seat- 
ed, Manuel Balbis, ‘53, Maggie and Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70. 


On 8 March 1961, the G-2 arrested Abelardo and two 
friends who were members of the 30 de Noviembre 
Movement. They were accused of counter-revolutionary 
acts and taken to the fortress of “La Cabana." In an attempt 
to protect his friends, Abelardo took full responsibility, 
saying he was the sole person responsible for these acts. 
His effort failed, and his friends were sentenced to 30 years 
in prison. 

During the trial a fire took place in a well-known depart- 
ment store in Havana. The people in court became furious, 
screaming "Paredon! Paredon!" ("Firing Squad! Firing 
Squad!") as if Abelardo had somehow been responsible for 
burning the store. 

He was sentenced to death and taken to a cell to await 
execution. Before his death, he had an opportunity to talk 
to a priest, who told the family that Abelardo was ready to 
die for freedom, his country, and for God. 

_ Brave before the firing squad 

At 11 P.M. he was shot by the firing squad. At the 
moment of his death, he firmly exclaimed, "VIVA CHRISTO 
REY!" ("Praise Christ the King"). 

He lived four short years after graduating from AMA, and 
was only 21 years old when he died. April marked the 50" 
anniversary of his death, and it was then that Maggie was 
inspired to contact the AMA Alumni Association to share his 
story, honor his memory, and express her appreciation for 
the school that taught her brother the principles of freedom 
so important to this world. 

According to Maggie “he has always lived in the hearts 
of those who have known him as a good son, a good 
brother, a good friend....known for his Courage, Faith and 
Love of his Family, Country and Freedom." Maggie 
attributes his strength and courage in the face of violence 
to the training he received at AMA. She wants to extend 
her sincere gratitude to the alumni association for making 
it possible to tell Abelardo's story and honor him fifty years 


after his death on 13 April 1967. 

Alumni President Rovirosa did just that, telling alumni at 
the Reunion 2011 Awards Banquet on 15 April of the story 
of Abelardo's courageous struggle. 

Jorge also arranged for Maggie, who lives in Miami, to 
meet some AMA alumni members living in the South 
Florida area. On 19 May, Al "El Presidente" Zayas, °72, 
Manuel "Maweet" Balbis and Ozzie "Coyote" Ferro, both 
from the Class of 53, Juan "El Perro" Santalo, ~51, and 
Jorge "Comandante en Jefe" Rovirosa, 70, had lunch 
with Maggie at The Knife Restaurant in Miami. 

Jorge presented Maggie with copies of photographs and 
pages taken from the 1953 through 1957 Recalls. This 
material was researched and assembled by Ben Zinkhan, 
‘60, a friend of Abelardo's. 

The AMA Alumni Association is grateful to Maggie Aguiar 
for sharing this inspiring story of a valiant and courageous 
young man fighting for freedom and self-determination. We 
are proud to be abie to honor this patriot, one of our own, 
on the 50" anniversary of his death. os 8 


Jim Atchison, ‘73, with 
a message about the PX 


The AMA PX would like to thank all the alumni and 
volunteers who helped to make the 2011 Reunion one to 
remember. A special thanks to Patty and Gerry Arnold, ‘66, 
for their help manning the PX at the Holiday Inn and Ben 
Zinkhan, ‘60, Doug Carter, ‘72, and Don Studer for their 
help at the Museum. We wouid also like to thank everyone 
who helped the PX realize banner sales this year. We were 
able to liquidate much of our older stock as we added new 
items. It’s our goal to keep an ever changing inventory and 
bring to the PX items you will want. We always welcome your 
suggestions for new items to stock; remember it is your PX. 

Our online store, www.shop.amaalumni.org has been per- 
forming well and we are encouraged by the results, but are 
always striving to grow the numbers. All of our profits go to 
buying and upgrading stock or donations to the Association 
and Foundation. 

Check out our new "3% Stoop Tower" party package: it’s a 
four-pack of 12 ounce Tervis rocks glasses and a Tervis Ice 
Bucket. Each with an AMA patch inserted between the 
insulated layers of the item, not silk screened or sublimated 
but a real patch. These plastic tumblers are made in the 
U.S.A. They keep hot things hot and cold things cold and 
come with a Lifetime Guarantee. _ : 

We have also added AMA blankets, insulated travel mugs 
and a heavyweight "Diner" mug. 

We have a limited number of Roller Rifle Decommission- 
ing commemorative shirts in both men’s and women’s sizes. 
Please check our online store for sizes available. 

Be on the lookout for information on the second annual 
AMA Garage Sale. Gerry Arnold will be having that sale 
again on the AMA Campus this fall. Keep checking the 
website for later details. 

Remember the website address: 
www.shop.amaalumni.org 
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Blaine Clarke, ‘72, is 
new Association Veep 


Blaine Clarke, *72, newly elected Vice President of the 
AMA Alumni Association, is the second generation of 
Augusta graduates, his Dad having graduated in 1937. 

Blaine is in the Juvenile Justice System in Montgomery 
County, Maryland and is assigned to a collaborative effort 
between the Maryland Department 
of Juvenile Justice and the State of 
Maryland Department of Juvenile 
Services. 

He attended Bradley University 
for a year, then received an 
associate arts degree from Mont- 
gomery Junior College. He has a 
masters degree in social work from 
Catholic University in Washington, 
DC and a BS in education from the 
University of Maryland with a minor 
in psychology. 

For a time, he was a special ed 
instructor assistant and worked 
with emotionally disabled students. 

Blaine is a licensed Certified Social Worker, Clinical 
(CSWC) and was a private psychotherapist for five years. 

He has been active with the "new" Roller Rifles and was 
in charge of the Color Guard at reunions for the past 
decade as he was when he was a seven-year cadet. He 
played JV lacrosse and managed the JV football team. As 
a first lieutenant, he commanded the Best Drilled Platoon. 

Blaine also has organized the Sporting Clay Shoots at 
recent reunions. 
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Blaine Clarke, 
1972 Recall 


GENERAL NICHOLSON 
GETS HIS SECOND STAR 


In ceremonies at Camp Lejeune, 
Larry Nicholson’s family pinneda 
second star on Larry’s lapel con- 
firming his promotion to Major 
General. L. to r., the General, 
Stuart Hall’s Bruce Hemp, Larry’s 
wife, Debby, and sons 1LT Kevin 
(just back from Afghanistan), 
Danny and Captain Andrew. 
General Nicholson is the Senior 
Military Advisor to the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense. 


Bill Mariner, 60, new 
Foundation trustee 


Bill Mariner, “60, a Certified 
Public Accountant, former IRS agent 
and graduate of the University of 
Maryland with a degree in account- 
ing is the newest Alumni Foundation 
trustee. Foundation Chairman Frank 
Williamson, ~°60, welcomed his 
classmate and said that “having a 
CPA as one of our trustees guar- 
antees that we will be doing every- 
thing correctly." 

Bill was former Managing Partner 
of an Ocean City, Maryland CPA 
firm and Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. He now works in a 
consulting capacity. 

He is Past President of the Maryland Eastern Shore CPA 
Association, a member of the Virginia and Maryland CPA 
Associations and a member of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants. 

He is one of ten partners who restored and operated the 
1895 Atlantic Hotel in Berlin, Maryland. He and four 
partners own hotels in Ocean City. 

Bill is a Vestry Member of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 
Worcester Parish and a member of the Diocese of Easton 
Finance Committee and Board of Managers. He served six 
years in the USAR. He and his wife, Susan, live near 
Ocean City. Bill was a cadet sergeant, fenced, played 
lacrosse, ran track and was in the Cotillion Club. 


Bill Mariner, 
1960 Recall 
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COACH BILL AND ROSALIE RALPH - Coach Ralph is also 
Reverend Ralph and here he and his sweet Rosalie are ready 
for the Sunday morning Fellowship Breakfast to begin during 
Reunion 2011. Both were beloved teachers at AMA in 
addition to Coach Ralph’s many athletic responsibilities. 
ou for the late § Below, Coach Ralph puts his big arms about two of his 
| and basketba players from 1960, Frank Williamson and Bud Allison. 
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Roller Riders have shorter post-reunion trip than usual 


By Rick Smail, ‘67 


The Roller Riders initiated Ride 2011 with what has 
become a traditional breakfast stop at the home of Bruce 
and Tom Hemp. This was a special time as we shared 
Bruce’s hospitality with some 
unique VIPs. In addition to the 
usual suspects, we also were 
pleased to be in the company of 
our own Major General Larry 
Nicholson and his wife Debbie, 
artist Phil Taylor and his wife Lisa 
(American Fallen Soldiers Project) 
and last but certainly not least, 
“"Scootch" Melcher, ‘71. Ali were 
prominent in reunion events this 
year and it was a special privilege 
to be able to share some private 
time with them. 

The "hook" for the Roller Rider 
post reunion trip this year was a 
Chesapeake Bay fishing trip pro- 
vided and hosted by Mike Nolan, 
67. After taking our leave from 
Bruce Hemp’s outstanding culinary 
talent, the Riders completed the 
required ride around the Bow! and 
were off to Salisbury, MD and the 
home of Mike Nolan. Just when it 
seemed that Cadet Metz would 
finally break his multiyear run of 
break-downs, his bike seized the 
moment and stuck him on the side 
of the Washington Beltway. A stop 
at Red Eye’s Dock Bar on the Kent 
Island Narrows for a little liquid 
refreshment was required to allow 
the Roller Riders to regroup after 
the Beltway fiasco. 

(www.redeyedockbar.com) 

Unfortunately, it was too early in 
the year for the bikini contests Red 
Eye’s is so famous for, so after 
everyone’s thirst was quenched 
there was no longer any reason to 
delay our departure. A stop was 
made in Cambridge, MD for a seafood dinner of crab cakes 
and other local delicacies. When we made the final push for 
Mike’s house we were ambushed from behind by a ruthless 
wanna-be who has attempted to crash the ride for years! 
Without any warning at all we found our tail covered by Mrs. 
Muffy (AKA Becky) McWilliams. Not only did she stowaway 
on our formation, she also wormed her way on to the fishing 
boat the next day! 

Monday morning Mike sounded reveille at 4:45 for our de- 
parture to the boat. We cast off just after six and headed out 
to the Chesapeake Bay. The morning dawned cool, but 
basically still as we began chasing the target of our trip, 


Rock Fish also known as Stripers. We drew cards to 
establish the order we would take the fish (we had about 14 
lines out) and wouldn’t you know it, Mrs. Muffy drew the ace 
and won the first slot. She was on her fish before ail lines 
could be rigged providing a good omen for how the day 
would unfold. By early afternoon 
we had caught the limit and 
headed back to Mike’s house. 

We dined on the first catch of 
the day, coleslaw and home made 
French fries. Henry Femrite, ‘72, 
manned the grill while Mike busied 
himself dropping spuds = and 
splashing oil all over the kitchen 
and anything that was exposed. 
Its going to take the Nolans a 
month to make that kitchen right 
again, but the fries and fish were 
out of this world. 

After our very early departure 
Monday morning, a mutiny was 
narrowly averted Tuesday by 
allowing the Riders to sleep in. 
With a need to recover from not 
only the early morning the day 
before, but also a sensory overload 
from the reunion, the Riders finally 
rolled out and hit the road about 
10. We were a smart looking 
bunch as we rolled down Route 13 
back into Virginia chased by 
Gordon driving the truck he rented 
to carry his bike. We stopped for a 
group hug before heading out 
across the Bay Bridge tunnel. 
Seems the economy and pre- 
viously unforeseen but inescapable 
commitments required the forma- 
tion to split on the south side of the 
bridge with half breaking off for 
their respective domiciles while the 
balance continued on to the Outer 
Banks and Nags Head, NC. We 
made a command decision to save 
Ocracoke Island for a future trip 
when ail could participate and 
spent the balance of the day touring the Wright Brothers 
Memorial at Kitty Hawk. 

Wednesday morning the smaller formation headed north 
back to Virginia and the formation was dismissed in Ports- 
mouth, VA. Sadly, the economy and other personal in- 
fringements have limited the trips since the recession reared 
it's ugly head. Even though the ride was shorter than any 
would want, the bonds of brotherhood were made fast and all 
are recommitted to continue furthering the adventure next 
spring. 

As for this year, we owe Mike Nolan a debt of gratitude for 
providing an experience of a lifetime! 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


An expression of gratitude 

First, | would like to take this opportunity to express our 
very deep appreciation to all of those who were involved 
with arranging and putting on this year’s reunion. It would be 
difficult to do justice with words for the absolutely magnifi- 
cent and unique programs and events that took place. Each 
and everyone involved in both the planning and execution 
of the reunion should feel very proud and more than just 
satisfied with a task superbly performed. 

Too often, we inadvertently take the many blessings of 
our daily lives for granted. | suspect that this is reasonably 
normal through our younger lives when we were not 
seriously threatened with health issues or perhaps exposure 
to other hazards that are life threatening. Having experi- 
enced both scenarios, | would say that generally speaking 
we are able to handie 
the situations with more 
confidence when we 
are younger because of 
our normal attitudes of 
invincibility as well as 
our physical and 
psychological well 
being as compared to 
when we are chal- 
lenged in our more 
senior years. 

Over the past 21 
months, | have learned 
a great deal about life, ~ 
friends and faith. There 
is no doubt in my mind 
that Diana and | were 
both blessed and given 
a chance to continue our lives because of all these factors 
as well as the advances that have taken place in modern 
medical practices. We were recently told, however, that 
having originally been diagnosed with Stage IV cancer of 
the type | had, only 20 per cent respond positively to 
treatment. Although | believe | was psychologically prepared 
for a different outcome, we are both extremely happy for the 
blessings we have experienced. 

So we want to extend a deep expression of gratitude to all 
of our dear friends and alumni at AMA whom we know kept 
us in thoughts and prayers. There is no doubt that prayers 
work. No one can convince either of us otherwise. | would 
be remiss if | didn’t mention several people specifically who 
touched our lives during this trying period: special thanks to 
Bob Bradford for all of his attention and efforts to keep 
others informed, to my dear friend and classmate Manuel 
Balbis for his concerns and for his special tribute to me in 
my absence at Reunion 2010, to my late classmate Tommy 
Simmons who called regularly to check on my condition, to 
Tom DelValle for calling me and sending a precious gift on 
behalf of AA and American Airlines which arrived on one of 
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love, prayer, family, | 9QKING GOOD, Diane and Alex Wattay, ‘53, 
at the Thursday reception during Reunion 


my worst days and lifted my hope and spirits tre- 

mendously, to Jorge Rovirosa for his special efforts to 

have special prayers on my behalf during the Naval 

Academy interface and to others too numerous to 

mention. We thank you all beyond words that can fully 

describe our gratitude. 
Diane and Alex Wattay, ‘53 
Dialwat@aol.com Hilton Head Island, SC 
From Coach Claiborne’s daughter 

| want to thank AMA for honoring my Father with his 
induction into the Sports Hall of Fame. My brother, 
Jonathan, and | enjoyed attending the event and seeing the 
place where my Dad first coached. It has been many years 
since we had been on the campus. 

The activities of the afternoon were very touching and 
moving. Tears were in my eyes more than once. It made me 
proud for my Father and for my country. 

Katherine Claiborne Newell 
New Castle, DE 


The tree fell as the Roller Rifles retired 

The reunion weekend was an emotional roller 
coaster. It was an honor to have marched with 
the Roller Rifles for the last time and very sad 
to see this long and honored tradition come to 
a close. 

f am not sure how many at the reunion 
noticed that at the end of the Decommissioning 
Ceremony, the large tree that stood at the 
Route 11 end of the Bowl came crashing down. 
This was the tree under which we would sit in 
the Spring during breaks in Roller Rifles drills. 
Maybe it was coincidental but the timing was 
remarkable. (See photo on page 16) So ends 
a chapter in our lives that | am sure each of us 
will carry with us for the rest of our lives. 

Lee Lewis, ‘77 
llewis@lewisadvertising.com 
Rocky Mount, NC 


First time back since 1973 

This was my first reunion since | left AMA in 1973. | 
cannot say what was the draw to make me return but it was 
a call that needed to be answered. One thing | know for 
sure is that so much of what | am today | can trace back to 
my two years at Augusta. | HAD to go back. In getting re- 
acquainted with my former classmates, a flood of memories 
began to make their way through. 

Today, | am retired, a disabled veteran after 22 years 
serving this great nation in the US Army. | say this because 
two values instilled in me at AMA were sacrifice and duty to 
country. Because of my experiences at AMA, enlisting in the 
military just seemed a natural progression. The Army felt 
familiar, like a place | could belong and where sacrifice and 
duty were a way of life. | remember my first year at AMA in 
Band Company and having to "Walk the Line." | believe that 
was the term when we had to walk everywhere at attention. 
{ can remember having to get up in the middle of the night 
to pee and walking the line though there was no one around 

(continued overleaf) 


Letters to the Editor from previous page 
to see if | did or not. integrity, while not a classroom subject, 
was embodied in the AMA experience. 

| remember trying to get out of class one day because of 
a test for which | was not prepared. | went to the Infirmary 
where Nurse Ratchet (! really do not remember her actual 
name) read me the riot act about my scheme. There was 
not a more frighten- 
ing person to face 
when one of us was 
trying to put some- 
thing over. But on 
another occasion, 
when | put my knee 
through a_ window, 
there could not have 
been a more kind or 
caring woman who 
took me to the 
hospital to get 
stitches. What | 
learned was never to 
take the easy path 
but rather face things with determination, purpose and 
compassion. 

| should mention Colonel Hoover as | am sure he 
influenced me. However, | am still trying to figure out how 
that was. He coached me on the fencing team and my first 
year there when | was in the 8" grade, we had a match with 
VMI. This was my first time in competition and now | was 
faced with a college competitor. | was scared to death but 
| scored the first three points (five points wins). Then, the 
VMI cadet scored two points in a row and | thought Colonel 
Hoover was going to blow an O-ring. There were more 
colorful words flowing from him than | have ever heard and 
all the time he was flipping me off! In spite of his hollering, 
| scored the next two points and won the match. 

| saluted the VMI cadet and walked off the mat while 
Colone! Hoover was screaming at me because | let my 
opponent get two points. At the time, it was quite stressful 
but in retrospect | learned from this that when you face 
superior forces and the odds are not in your favor, under no 
circumstance should you give up. You must continue to 
strive for perfection even though we know it is un- 
achievable. 

During my eight hour drive home, | had time to mull over 
the lessons | learned at AMA. These lifelong values did not 
come from the stone and mortar of Big Barracks, nor the 
splintered wood in Band Barracks and certainly not from the 
fine dining in the Mess Hall. They were taught to me by the 
staff and by the AMA alumni who came before me. A code 
of conduct, a set of ethics and a sense of leadership was 
instilled in everyone who attended Augusta and passed on 
from class to class. 

The values | learned at AMA have allowed my wife and | 
to raise four healthy, happy children and to build a 
successful business and for these blessings | am forever 
grateful. | came to AMA a timid and messed up young boy 
— and | left a leader. 

CWO Jeffrey Sawdey, US Army Retd., ‘73 
Dayton, OH 


Jeff and family at the museum 
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Putting together a display 


Last summer, BG Anthony Reed brought to the AMA 
Museum a magnificent collection of Virginia military school 
insignia, buckles, buttons, pins, sabers and patches. 
General Reed came to AMA for less than a year but still 
has a fond affection for our school. 

The volunteers at the museum have now put together a 
beautiful display of these treasures. Below, Sergeant Don 
Studer and Goodloe Saunders, “57, make a _ final 
measurement. Bottom, Duke Fancher, “58, studies the 
display. 


Four Augusta men sere in various functions 
at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in Richmond. Thanks 
to Lew Mundin, 53, for sending this photo. L. to r., Lew, 
Walt Hyer, 42, John Evans, °49, and Jay Fox, °53. 
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Played football two weeks after appendicitis 
John Ros Bowers, ‘53, died in car crash 


He was voted most popular cadet, wittiest cadet, placed 
fourth as the biggest eater and third as most handsome 
cadet. His name was John Ros Bowers and he was in 
Lew Mundin's Class of 1953. 

"He was a great friend," says 
Mundin, "and he joined my 
Dad’s_ real estate firm in 
Richmond after a short stint as 
manager of a men’s shop in 
Williamsburg." Bowers and 
Mundin hoped to buy out Lew's 
Dad but instead they formed 
Classic Construction Company 
and built some custom homes 
near the Collegiate private 
school in the capital city. Says 
Mundin, “Two of our friends 
then got John to form Bowers, 
Nelms and Fonville which became one of the largest real 
estate firms in Richmond over the next decade." 

After AMA, Bowers went to the University of Virginia for 
two years, then transferred to Hampden-Sydney where he 
graduated in 1957 with a BS in chemical engineering. He 
went to Coast Guard Officers Training School in New 
London, CT and was assigned for two years as a 
Lieutenant JG to search and rescue in Puerto Rico. "He 
had some great stories about rescues at sea and his 
captain who stayed below while others did all the nasty 
work," Mundin recalls. 

One perk of his assignment was that he roomed with the 
tennis pro at the Quandado Beach Hotel and thus got the 
first pick of the show girls who performed there. John was 
a great tennis player and was one of the early board 
members of the Westwood Tennis Club. Mundin says, "We 
would all get together there on Friday nights and listen to 
John tell all of his war stories." 

John married Margaret Williams and Lew is Godfather to 
their son, Ros. "! see Ros often and he looks just like his 
Dad," says Mundin. Ros is a financial broker in Richmond. 

It was 1971 when John Ros went with a friend to a Coast 
Guard reunion in Washington. When he returned to Rich- 
mond, he went downtown on the recently opened I-95 
expressway but he missed his turn onto I-64 West. He 
made a U-turn but got in the wrong lane and was struck 
head on by a semi killing him instantly. "A tragic event for 
sure but John was always in the fast lane." 

John was at AMA for six years and starred on the swim 
team, played baseball and tennis, marched in the Roller 
Rifles and was consistently on the Honor Roll. He also 
played football and just fourteen days after having his 
appendix removed, he was back in uniform for the next 
game. His senior year, he was 2™ lieutenant in A Company. 

"John was a super guy and could sell anything. Great 
personality and very intelligent. | miss him a lot,” says his 
good friend, Lew Mundin. 


Class photo from the 
1953 Recall 


_ John was a star on the AMA Varsity 
Swim Team often winning the 50 yard 
freestyle and placing second or third in 
the 100 yard breaststroke. John swam 
freestyle in the medley relay which AMA 
won at every meet his senior year. 
Above, Mundin, left, and Bowers, right, 
at a wedding reception in the 1960’s. 
Between them is the brother of the 
groom, Morgan Shelor. 


COLONEL LIVICK with Randy Maney, ‘61, from Newport 
News at the reunion Saturday luncheon. 
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The new AMA cookbook - Recipes That Didn’t 
Make It To the Mess Hall - is now on sale! 


It was a tremendous hit at the reunion and now you 
can order your copy from the AMA PX! Birthdays 
and weddings - house warming gift or Christmas 
present - order several and you'll be ready when 
the occasion arises! 


The book has been lovingly edited by Becky (Mrs. 
Garry, ‘71) Granger and the cover is illustrated by Kiki 
(Mrs. Jorge, ‘60) Rovirosa. 119 pages of the favorite 
dishes from AMA alumni, spouses and friends. Soups, 
appetizers, bread, veggies, meat dishes ending with a 
dazzling array of succulent desserts. 


The book also contains useful nutritional 
information, heart healthy recipe substi- 
tutions, low sodium seasonings and guide- 
lines for losing weight. The AMA Fallen 
Soldier Toast, written by Jim Hash, ‘72, is 
on the back cover and AMA photos are 
sprinkled throughout. A brief history of 
our school and suggestions for quantities 
of food for parties of various sizes are also 


included. 


Order your copy or copies from 
Crysta Stephenson 
AMA Alumni Association 
P. O. Box 101 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101 


$15 per copy # Two for $25 
plus $5 shipping and handling 
Add $1.50 S8&H for each additional book 
Checks, VISA, MasterCard, Discovery, American Express 
E-mail: AugustaMilitary Academy@verizon.net 
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CONTRIBUTIONS for 2011 


These alumni and friends have made contributions to the AMA Alumni Foundation go far in ZO11. We thank them 
and salute them! Without the help of our friends, you would not be reading The Bayonet, our Museum would close 
and we would have no scholarships to offer. Look into your heart and please let ug hear from you goon. 


GIVING LEVELS 


Cadet Club. 2. enue. Up to $50 
White Leader ........ $50 to $99 
Blue Leader ....... $100 to $250 


Blue & White Champion . $250 to $499 
Blue Streak Sponsor .. $500 to $999 


Benefactor ...... $1,000 to $2,499 

RAatron ccujace cet aes $2,500 or more 

Special Patron .... $10,000 or more 
SPECIAL PATRON 


Estate of Tommy Simmons, ~53 


PATRONS 
Gerry Arnold, “66 
The Safeway Foundation 
Tom DelValle, ~73/ 
American Airlines PAC 


BENEFACTORS 
Mac Coiner, ~62 
Jim Councill, ~49 
Blaine Clarke, ~72 
Karl Haleamau, ~71 
Bill Mariner, ~60 
Bill McVey, ~60 
Ernest Meier, ~55 
Estate of Bobby Rhea, ~47 
Jorge Rovirosa, ~70 
Jeff Schroeder, “67 
Rick Smail, *67 
Mark Sullivan, ~77 


BLUE STREAK SPONSORS 
Anonymous 
Bud Allison, ~60 
Bob Bradford, ~50 
John Buchanan, ~57 
Rob and Kathy Freer 
in memory of Libby & Mickey Gordon, ‘39 
Jack Hodge, “51 
Jerry Izenberg, ~ 48 
The Magowan Foundation 
Mac McInnis, ‘67 
Luke Snyder, “60 


BLUE & WHITE CHAMPIONS 
Goodloe Saunders, ~57 
Alex Wattay, ~53 
in memory of Tommy Simmons, ‘53 
Ben Zinkhan, *60 


Charles Winston, “48 
Greg Pearce, ~65 
Mark Sauer, ~ 66 

David H. Lock 
John Atkinson, ~58 
Hal Walters, “48 
Rod Willey, “51 
Frank Williamson, ~60 
B. J. d'Orsay, ~70 

Garry Granger, ~71 
Clyde Ramsy, ~49 

Roger Messick, ~52 
Howard Rosenthal, “68 


BLUE LEADERS 
Dean Hanson, ~63 
Bazil Duncan, ~64 
Frank Spencer, ~49 
Nick Syropoulos, ~69 
Brian Miller, “67 
Angus Hines, *42 
Jim White, ~52 
Art Hurme, ~61 
Ozzie Ferro, ~53 
David Brewer, ~ 46 
Dave Conrad, ~59 
Don Anderson, ~58 
Jimmy Pigg, ~46 
Tony Beneventi, 81 
Don Everitt, “63 
Frank Hickisch, ~ 48 
Peter Lambert, “44 
Paula Abel 
in memory of Paul Bailey, ‘18 
Tomas Yrastorza, “60 
Sam Knox, ~68 
Manuel Balbis, ~53 
Bill Brooks, *62 
Betty Joyce Finney 
in memory of Willard Finney, ‘45 
Joe McCue, ~66 
in memory of Polly Webb Agnor 
Ken Hoke, ~54 
Corky Ridge, ~59 
Warren Fleming, ~72 
Susan Lambert Yates 
Stuart Hall 
George Reaves, 69 
Hampton Foley, ~55 
Thomas Forrer, “67 
Robert Harris, ~54 
Mary DeCredico 


Paul Sposito, “51 
Doug Pennock, ~72 
John Core, “51 
Ralph Veney, ~78 
Gordon Metz, *67 
Mal and Linda Livick 
in memory of Hap Starr, Tommy Simmons 
and Bobby Rhea 
Blair Spillman 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 
Charles Jones, Jr. 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 


WHITE LEADERS 
Victor Gomez, ~69 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 
Michael Wickun, ~71 
Jim Snider, ~49 
Jackson Prentice, “68 
Joe Garry, ~73 
Ed Schonborn, ~52 
John Botcheller, 67 
Joyce Randolph 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 
Robert Griffin 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 
Staunton Elks Lodge 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 


CADET CLUB MEMBERS 
Emanuel Michaels, ~47 
Richard Hobbs, “64 
Ernesto Calvo, ~52 
James Worley, ~70 
Jay Fox, ~53 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 
Joe Saunders, ~60 
Dave Trimble, ~60 
Charles Pascale, *69 
Ralph Sassaman, ~70 
Philip Casey, 63 
Dan Rapp, ~71 
John McEwan, °61 
Mike Kidd, ~72 
George Mineff, ©77 
F. R. Loth 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 
Gary Traxler 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 
Coy Kiser 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 
Anderson White and Company 
in memory of Tommy Simmons 


\ 


being offered by the AMA PX: a four-pack of twelve ounce Tervis rocks 
glasses and a Tervis ice bucket. Each has a genuine AMA patch inserted 
between the insulated layers. These are NOT silk screened or sublimated 
but are real AMA patches. These plastic tumblers are made in the USA 
and will keep hot things hot and cold things cold. Lifetime guarantee! See 
the set in color at: www.shop.amaalumni.org. 


WRONG PHOTO - In the last 
issue, we sadly reported the 
death of Pete Dogoli, ‘67, but 
the picture we ran was of 
Gordon Jernigan. Pete Dogoli 
is pictured above. Thanks to 
Mac McGinnis, our man in 
Hawaii, for finding this error. 


The Bayonet 73 


HOUSTON MAN - Ed Lentz, ‘72, 
came from Houston to Harrison- 
burg for a memorial service for his 
mother. Ed attended AMA for three 
years and plays a mean guitar. He 
visited Jim Atchison, ‘73, and re- 
corded some music in Richmond. 


i 


THREE GUYS, FOUR EYES - Frank Williamson, ‘60, Mickey Toms, ‘67, and Jim 
McLelland, ‘60, at the reunion Awards Banquet. Was Mickey asleep? 


Peter Vallone, ‘60, 
has an AMA neighbor 


Peter Vallone, “60, lives in Big 
Canoe, Georgia and had no idea that 
his sometime neighbor is Jorge 


Rovirosa, the President of the AMA 
Alumni Association! 

Jorge and Kiki live in Miami but they 
have a second home in Big Canoe. The 
Rovirosas and the Vallones got together 


in Big Canoe, then Peter and Margo 
Vallone came to the reunion. 

Check on your neighbors! You might 
find an Augusta man living right there 
on your street! 
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In whatever language we use, we owe much appreciation to the many people 
who made Reunion 2011 such a success. We will never be able to thank you 
all but this is our attempt to thank as many as we can in this one issue. 


First, our gratitude to everyone who attended all 
the reunion events. Alumni, children, "significant 
others," spouses and faculty. YOU made the 
reunion the success that it was. 


Thank you to our Executive Director Crysta 
Stephenson and to the cadre of volunteers she 
corralled to be sure things went smoothly from 
Doug Carter, ‘72, who did all the name tags to 
the crew who put up the big flag in the gym. The 
coordination of all these folks with the help of 
the "Ladies of AMA" led by Becky (Mrs. Garry, 
‘71) Granger saw a smooth running operation 
which had many a plethora of moving parts. 


Thanks to Crysta, Ben Zinkhan, ‘60, The 
Reverend Greg Douglas, Goodloe Saunders, 
‘57, Rod Willey, ‘51, Clyde Ramsey, ‘49, Victor 
Gomez, ‘69, Frank Spencer, ‘49, Don Studer, 
Coleen (Mrs. Jim, ‘73) Atchison and Josh Pullin 
for all their work, day and night, before anyone 
arrived for the reunion. These are the "unsung 
heroes" of Reunion 2011! 


A special note of gratitude to the Ladies of AMA 
who helped with everything from registration to 
Tower of Power ticket sales: Bev (Mrs. Frank, 
60) Williamson, Kiki (Mrs. Jorge, ‘70) 
Rovirosa, Trudy (Mrs. Doug, ‘72) Pennock, Ida 
(Mrs. Frank, ‘49) Spencer, Anne (Mrs. Luke, 
50) Snyder, Joyce (Mrs. Ben, “60) Zinkhan and 
Nancy (Mrs. Bob, ‘50) Bradford, all led by 
Becky Granger. 


Thanks to Patty and Gerry Arnold, ‘66, who 
drove down from New York State to take 
command of the PX and Silent Auction and to 
Dave Conrad, ‘59, for helping set up the Silent 
Auction. To Jim Atchison, ‘73, for stocking the 
PX so well and our gratitude to those who 
donated items for the Silent Auction. To our 
Alumni Association President Jorge Rovirosa, 
‘70, and Foundation Chair Frank Williamson, 
“60, Garry Granger, ‘71, Luke Snyder, ‘60, and 
Keith Traylor, ‘80, who greeted everyone at the 
Front Gate with a most military salute. 


To Doug Pennock, ‘72, Kar] Haleamau, ‘71, and 
Sergeant Studer who drilled the Roller Rifles in 
preparation for their last performance and to 
Tom DelValle, ‘73, who secured the commem- 
orative coins which were presented to each 
marcher. To Frank Williamson, ‘60, who had the 
guidon framed for presentation to Linda Livick, 
to Harry Campbell, ‘70, for obtaining the 
guidons for the ceremony and to Bob Bradford, 
‘50, who scripted and narrated the decommission- 
ing ceremony. And to Steve Traylor, ‘72, for 
recruiting the marchers. 


A special commendation goes to LTC Lester 
Layman, Commandant of Cadets at the 
Massanutten Military Academy for providing 
the M-1s used by the Roller Rifles and to Don 
Studer and Ben Zinkhan for picking up the rifles 
and returning them to MMA. A tip of the cap to 
Harry May, ‘47, the first Cadet Commander of 
the Roller Rifles, who took part in the 


decommissioning ceremony. 


Our sincere appreciation to Former Army 
Secretary and Shenandoah Valley Congressman 
John "Jack" Marsh for his superb talk at 
Founder’s Day and for braving a fierce storm to 
drive from Winchester to Fort Defiance and back 
home again, thankfully, safely. Thank you to the 
Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church which gave 
us shelter from the storm for the Founder’s Day 
commemoration. 


Thanks to the members of the Color Guard led 
by Blaine Clarke, ‘72, and to those fantastic 
drummers who gave the Roller Rifles their beat. 
We also thank Blaine and the other fellows in 
uniform for their moving presentation of Old 
Glory. 


We are grateful always to have the Staunton 
Ovation grace our stage and we thank in 
particular their leader Ray Hoaster who each 
year does a superb job following the script 
without any rehearsal. This year, our bagpiper 
was Russ Kohrs whose music evoked emotions 
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concomitant with the program. Once again, we 
had Bud Oakey, ‘70, to bugle us here and yon 
and to provide a well voiced Taps. 


We appreciate the annual commitment by Jim 
Councill, ‘49, and Mary Alice to run the regis- 
tration desk and to Ed Click, ‘50, for filling in 
when they weren’t available. Many hands were 
involved in putting together the registration 
packets and we thank each of them. 


Thanks to Bev and Frank Williamson, 60, for 
arranging and hosting the Friday motor coach trip 
to The Homestead and thanks to Keene Byrd, 
59, who gave us the history of the world famous 
mountain resort. We always appreciate the efforts 
of Paul Poluito, ‘73, and Mickey Toms, ‘67, in 
setting up and executing the AMA Open where 
the golfers have fun while raising money for 
AMA, this year $1,000. 


Gordon Metz, ‘68, did his usual superb job in 
honoring members of the Roller Society who had 
passed away since the 2010 reunion. Frank 
Spencer, ‘49, AMA’s Chaplain, was called upon 
many times to thank God for our gathering. LTC 
Steve Trent, ‘70, attended in his dress blues and 
took part in several ceremonies at the reunion. 


Phil Bentley, ‘83, handled the AMA Legacy 


Scholarship awards with aplomb for which we 
thank him sincerely. 


Major General Larry Nicholson, ‘70, and 
Debbie attended a function at the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis Friday night and drove to 
Fort Defiance in time to greet Secretary Marsh at 
the Founder’s Day program on Saturday morning. 
The Roller Rifles passed in review before him, 
then he changed to camo so that he could be in 
ranks for the decommissioning ceremony. We 
thank him for the example he is to all of us. 


We always appreciate the participation of Colonel 
Mal and Linda Roller Livick. Thanks to all the 
folks from the United Pentecostal Churches of 
Virginia who own our campus and who strove to 
make the reunion a success - Greg and Becky 
Douglas and Josh Pullin. 


Our cup runneth over when American Airlines, 
thanks to Tom DelValle, ‘73, decided to host a 
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Fallen Soldier presentation during our reunion. 
The artist Phil Taylor and his wife, Lisa, Bob 
Vincent, the videographer, and Emily Mamone 
were welcome guests on our stage. We are grateful 
to Michelle Bryant, the mother of SGT Jason 
Arnette, and his family for allowing us to salute 
her son. 


The Fallen Soldier program brought another 
benefit when Golden Knights Dana Bowman 
and Mike Elliott parachuted from 10,000 feet 
onto our Parade Ground with Roller Rifles 
Commander Doug Pennock, ‘72, jumping in 
tandem with Mike Elliott. Jim Palmershein, an 
American pilot who is in charge of their Veterans 
programs, narrated the trio’s descent. 


Coach Bill Ralph and Rosalie held their annual 
Fellowship Breakfast Sunday while Rick Smail, 
‘67, was herding the Roller Riders together for 
their post-reunion bike trek. We all appreciate 
these efforts. 


There were many others who helped in various 
ways: Judy and Mac Coiner, 62, Crysta’s 
daughter Dorothy Stephenson, Bruce and Tom 
Hemp who fed the Roller Riders Sunday 
morning before they began their ride and we 
thank Bruce for getting some students from Fort 
Defiance High School to help set up the gym for 
Saturday’s functions. 


Our gratitude to Bob Harris, 454, Ruth and 
Howard Rosenthal, ‘68, Rick Olson, ‘79, Mark 
Femrite, ‘72, Al Zayas, ‘72 , Nicky Syropoulos, 
“69, and so many more. 


We appreciate the good Thursday night service 
from The Club at Ironwood arranged by Rod 
Willey, ‘51, the Friday night banquet and Casino 
Night at the Holiday Inn. In particular, Barbara 
Swisher, the Holiday Inn Group Sales Manager 
and Debbie, Marisa, Joel, Eric and Annick. We 
thank also Sara and Linda from the Club at 
Ironwood. Thanks again to Rod Willey and the 
Country Kitchen of Christiansburg for catering 
the Saturday lunch and to Massino’s Casinos for 
running Casino Night. 


Did we leave anyone off? If so, let us know and 
we'll thank them in the next issue! 
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